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Dr. Christophe Mérieux, physician, former intern of the Lyon Civil Hospitals, in France, 

Senior Corporate Vice President of Research & Development and Medical Affairs, 

passed away on July 14, 2006.



“ Christophe Mérieux created and shaped 
an invaluable part of the future for the benefit
of us all. ”
Biotech Finances, July 24, 2006. 

Christophe Mérieux wanted to push

back the limits of biology.

By doing so, he made way for scientific

advances to develop diagnostics

supporting personalized medicine,

available to the world.  



10 Research and Development Centers

●

11 Production Sites

●

35 Subsidiaries Worldwide



P R E S I D E N T ' S  M E S S A G E

The year 2006 was overshadowed by the tragic death of Dr. Christophe Mérieux, who was to be my
successor.

Today a new, close-knit management team has been established, with Stéphane Bancel, appointed
Chief Executive Officer in January 2007, at its helm. 

The team's actions closely adhere to the strategy outlined by Dr. Christophe Mérieux: a strategy
based on our expertise in infectious diseases, on innovation and on our international presence,
with the strength and reactivity conferred by our independence.  

bioMérieux has pursued its growth, breaking the threshold of one billion euros in annual sales.
With 5.9% growth and net income up by nearly 17%, bioMérieux confirms its position as a major
diagnostics player worldwide. 

Our international development was sustained, with, in particular, strong growth in the Asia-Pacific
region and sound performances in all other regions. 83% of our sales now take place internationally.  

With 12.5% of our sales invested in Research and Development, our innovation policy has been
ambitious.  

Many of the projects initiated and supported by Dr. Christophe Mérieux came to fruition in 2006:
the inauguration in April of the research center in Grenoble, devoted to molecular biology, that
now bears his name, the creation of a joint research laboratory in Shanghai at the Fudan University
Cancer Hospital, and the French Agency for Industrial Innovation's support for the ADNA project
(Advanced Diagnostics for New therapeutic Approaches), laying the groundwork for personalized
medicine.

Our Research and Development programs also enabled us to launch many new products in both
the clinical and industrial sectors.

bioMérieux refocused its attention on strategic areas with, in particular, the sale of our hemostasis
business and the acquisition of Bacterial Barcodes, a North American company specialized in
microbial genotyping.  

bioMérieux is well armed for the battle against infectious diseases and cancer as well as disease 
prevention through industrial microbiological quality controls.  

Thanks to the renewed confidence of our shareholders and the mobilization of our teams during
difficult times, we are on a steady course today. I have great confidence in the future of our company,
in its ability to develop diagnostics to serve patients and support personalized, preventive and 
predictive medicine. 

Alain Mérieux



A family tradition and a century-old 
commitment to the fight against infectious diseases.
Marcel Mérieux, who studied under Louis Pasteur and founded the Mérieux Institute, Dr. Charles Mérieux,
Alain Mérieux and Dr. Christophe Mérieux all devoted their lives to biology with a goal of improving health
worldwide. By creating bioMérieux in 1963, Alain Mérieux has carried on this family tradition.

In 2006, I wanted to remind all of the company's employees of the principles that have always guided 
the Mérieux family in its choices, so that they would become our roadmap 
for furthering bioMérieux's mission.

Stéphane Bancel, Chief Executive Officer 

“
”

Since an appropriate and targeted diagnostic test is essential for optimal patient care both from a therapeutic as well as an economic
point of view, bioMérieux contributes to the fight against disease by developing new solutions through biology.  The company sets a
high premium on meeting the rapidly changing needs of healthcare professionals and their patients throughout the world.  

Our technological prowess is also put to use in industrial microbiological quality control 
to enhance consumer safety. 

PRINCIPLES
TO FURTHER  
OUR MISSION

CONTR IBUTING TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH WORLDWIDE 
THROUGH IN V ITRO DIAGNOSTICS.
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Customers come First

Employees 
are our Greatest Asset

We Belong to 
a Community

We must satisfy our customers
- clinicians and laboratory professionals - with high quality, innovative products and

services to protect and improve the health of patients and consumers worldwide.

We must respect and recognize the work and the ideas of all employees, 
no matter what their job.

We work together towards a common goal: satisfy our customers.
We must provide employees with the training and resources they need to achieve this.

We have social, environmental and economic responsibilities
towards the local communities where our sites are located.

We also have responsibilities towards the global community as a partner in public health.

We must communicate company information in a transparent, thorough and timely manner.
We must profitably grow bioMérieux’s sales and ensure that their investment provides
a proper return.

Our Shareholders
are Partners

OUR PRINCIPLES

Oumou Diara, a young Malian woman infected with the AIDS virus since 1999, has her HIV viral load monitored regularly.
“I felt weak, I had headaches, rashes… I felt good one day and bad the next.
After my examinations, the doctor adapted my treatment, and thanks to antiretroviral drugs, my health has improved!
I have a daughter who is seronegative and I lead a normal life without getting sick.”



highlighted by a strategic refocusing on our core
strengths and the accelerated growth of our new
systems. bioMérieux demonstrated sustained growth,
with significant contributions from all regions. 
This momentum, combined with disciplined cost
management, enabled us to pursue our research
commitment and finance our capital projects, while
delivering robust earnings growth. 

Stéphane Bancel, Chief Executive Officer

The Company's sales continued to grow in all regions. 
For the first time, sales revenues exceeded the threshold of one billion euros.

”

NET SALES AND GROWTH RATES
(millions of euros)

929

994

2004 2005 2006
In M€ 

+5.7%*

*like for like

+5.9%*
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BREAKDOWN OF SALES
BY GEOGRAPHIC REGION
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Improvement in operating income and financial results enabled the net income 
to grow by over 30% in 2 years.

Business has grown steadily in all of the regions.

FINANCIAL RESULTS

“2006 
was an important year 
for the company, 



07F I N A N C I A L  R E S U LT S

2004 2005 2006

+3.4%

+7.6%
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CHANGE IN OPERATING INCOME BEFORE 
NON-RECURRING ITEMS

13.8%86.2%

• Clinical   • Industrial

BREAKDOWN OF SALES BY APPLICATION

FINANCIAL STRUCTURE
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** Net cash flow from operations minus net cash flow 
     from treasury shares and investment activities.

In M€ 

In 2006, the operating income before non-recurring items increased by 7.6% 
to reach 14.4% of net sales.

Clinical applications showed an increase of 5.1%*, 
led by microbiology (+6,5%*) and molecular biology (+46%*). 

Industrial applications grew by 11.5%*.

* like for like

In 2006, the company strengthened its financial situation, 
while pursuing its investment efforts. Free cash flow remained high in 2006 despite larger tax payments, 

an increase in capital expenditure and the absence of non-recurring 
collection from customers versus 2005.



From a strategy focused on the laboratory, bioMérieux has
moved towards a strategy focusing on the needs of patients
and physicians; since it is physicians who use clinical results
for therapeutic decision-making. A world leader in industrial
microbiology, the company remains deeply rooted in this
field.
Giving priority to infectious diseases in the areas of clinical and
industrial applications and on tests delivering high medical value,
bioMérieux has targeted diseases according to two criteria: 
• major diseases, chosen on the basis of market size, 
• diseases whose medical needs are enormous in relation to the

diagnostics and treatment that exist at this time. These include
sepsis, healthcare associated infections and cancer. 

The development of personalized medicine and decentralized
tests carried out at the patient’s point of care will be essential in
the company’s future development.

bioMérieux is refocusing its priorities and strengthening its
position along these strategic lines to ensure its future growth.

DIVESTMENTS
SALE OF THE HEMOSTASIS LINE
bioMérieux sold its hemostasis product line in June 2006 to
Trinity Biotech plc.  Manufactured at its American sites in 
Durham (NC) and Saint Louis (IL), this line includes products
used to analyze blood fluidity, particularly for the detection of
deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolism. To ensure
continued supply to its customers, bioMérieux is manufacturing
these products on behalf of Trinity Biotech for a 12-month 
transition period.

PHASE OUT OF MICROPLATE PRODUCTION 
IN THE UNITED STATES
In December 2006, bioMérieux decided to phase out production
of microplate immunoassays at its Durham site. This decision 
followed an assessment of the growth and profit outlook of this
product line in the United States. The microplate line is mainly
used in reference laboratories and blood banks to diagnose HIV
and HTLV (Human T-Lymphotropic Virus).

bioMérieux remains committed to the microplate business 
outside of the United States, especially for emerging markets. 
The company continues to develop its offer and new generation
tests in the area of HIV diagnostics.

Within the context of these developments, every effort is being
made to assist employees during this period. Aware of the vital
role that these products play, the company is working closely
with its customers and health authorities to ensure a smooth
transition. 

STRATEGIC 
DEVELOPMENTS

IN 2006, BIOMÉRIEUX LAID A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR AN AMBITIOUS STRATEGIC
VISION: DIAGNOSTICS TO SUPPORT MORE PERSONALIZED, PREDICTIVE MEDICINE.



Maria, 28 years old, had trouble becoming pregnant. Targeted tests revealed an underlying thyroid imbalance.

“Biological diagnosis played an essential role for this woman since it made it possible to identify a problem that could have gone undetected
for years…  Thanks to a simple and precise measurement of fertility and thyroid hormones, the health of this patient immensely improved,
allowing her to have a child after all,” says Dr. Margarida Moreira (Portugal).

09ST R AT E G I C  D E V E LO P M E N T S

DiversiLab®

ReLIA™

ACQUISITIONS
ACQUIRED INTEREST IN RELIA DIAGNOSTIC 
SYSTEMS

In July, bioMérieux acquired a 15% interest in the American 
biotechnology company, ReLIA Diagnostic Systems, Inc., specialized
in the design of rapid tests. The company is developing a platform
adapted to a promising segment for bioMérieux, which focuses on
decentralized tests carried out directly at the patient’s point of care.
bioMérieux has begun to distribute this new platform in China and
is planning to extend distribution to other countries.

ACQUISITION OF BACTERIAL BARCODES
In September, bioMérieux acquired Bacterial Barcodes, Inc., an
American company with a state-of-the art system, DiversiLab®.
This solution for automated microbial genotyping perfectly 
complements bioMérieux's molecular diagnostics portfolio. 
It provides more rapid solutions (approximately 4 hours as opposed
to 2 to 3 days using traditional techniques), and is more accurate
and less expensive for the identification and traceability of 
healthcare associated infections and bacterial contamination.
bioMérieux's acquisition of DiversiLab® will enable a greater
number of laboratories to have access to this innovative solution.



NEW 
PRODUCTS

AMONG ITS 32 PRODUCT LAUNCHES IN 2006, BIOMERIEUX EXPANDED ITS PRODUCT
RANGE WITH TARGETED SOLUTIONS FOR THE PROTECTION AND IMPROVEMENT 

OF PATIENT AND CONSUMER HEALTH.

MOLECULAR DIAGNOSTICS: 
NucliSENS EasyQ® INFLUENZA H5 & N1, 
A BREAKTHROUGH IN THE BATTLE 
AGAINST AVIAN FLU 
Thanks to its expertise in the field of respiratory infections,
bioMérieux developed and marketed a rapid and reliable avian
flu detection test in only six weeks to meet an urgent public
health need. NucliSENS EasyQ® Influenza H5 & N1 is a reagent
kit developed for research use only and capable of detecting H5
and N1 genetic targets, characteristic of the avian flu virus, in just
90 minutes. The risk of a possible flu pandemic in humans is 
linked to the rising circulation of the H5N1 avian virus, increasing
its chances of adapting and spreading to humans. bioMérieux
provides a solution that will contribute to the efficient 
management of a possible pandemic through epidemiological
surveillance.Avian Virus 

H5N1



NucliSENS® easyMAG®: 
INNOVATION RECOGNIZED 
AND REWARDED
Frost & Sullivan awarded its 2006 Technology Innovation of the Year Award to bioMérieux for the
development of its NucliSENS® easyMAG® molecular diagnostics system. This revolutionary 
platform uses magnetic particles in combination with bioMérieux's BOOM® technology to isolate
total nucleic acid (DNA and RNA). The platform can efficiently isolate nucleic acids from a wide
range of sample volumes and types. The resulting nucleic acid is high quality and pure, and 
compatible with various molecular techniques that can be used downstream. 

The NucliSENS® easyMAG® system is characterized by a superior integration of the instrument, 
reagents and disposables. This results in minimal waste of disposables and extraction
buffers, as well as optimized workflow and ease of training. 
The nucleic acid extraction process is thus made even more
effective and efficient. 

In addition to its clinical applications, the marketing of
NucliSENS® easyMAG® solutions for the pharmaceutical
industry has enhanced our industrial microbiology 
product line.

11N E W  P R O D U C T S

Dr. Douglas M. Hill, Co-Director of the Emergency Department, North Suburban Medical Center, Thornton, CO (United States).

“Automated ELISA D-Dimer Exclusion testing is quickly becoming a widely accepted method for ruling out pulmonary embolism and venous
thrombosis in the Emergency Department. In our hospital ED, using the Wells' score along with a VIDAS® D-Dimer Exclusion™ test, we have
been able to rule out PE and DVT in our patients much more quickly - decreasing turnaround time and preventing patients from undergoing
more invasive and costly testing.”



NEW 
PRODUCTS
VIDAS® TROPONIN I ULTRA: 
A NEW ADDITION 
TO THE EMERGENCY TEST LINE  
With this highly sensitive test for the diagnosis of acute coronary
syndrome, bioMérieux provides physicians with the means for
diagnosing myocardial infarction at a very early stage and with a
high degree of precision. As a result, rapid diagnosis leads to 
faster intervention in the emergency room and earlier initiation
of adapted treatment.  

After the VIDAS® D-Dimer Exclusion™ test, recognized as the
reference test for the exclusion of deep vein thrombosis or 
pulmonary embolism, bioMérieux is now strengthening its 
position in the area of cardiovascular emergencies. The VIDAS®

Troponin I Ultra test detects the presence of troponin, a specific
marker used to identify cardiac muscle cell lesions. 

ENHANCING THE
FOOD SAFETY LINE

CampyFood® ID: 
EASY DETECTION OF CAMPYLOBACTER
Developed for the agri-food industry, CampyFood® ID is a ready-
to-use and easily readable culture medium combining a colored
indicator with antibiotics. This innovation enables the growth of
orange-red colonies on clear agar, making it extremely easy to 
distinguish and detect Campylobacter in food products and 
environmental samples.    

Campylobacter, mostly C. jejuni, is the third leading cause of
death from food-borne infections worldwide. Campylobacter is
transmitted by contaminated foods, in particular, undercooked
poultry. It is a major public health issue with a considerable 
socio-economic impact.

VIDAS®

mini VIDAS®
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Eric A. Petat, Scientific Director of ACM Laboratories (France).

“In order to meet regulatory requirements for Listeria monocytogenes, our customers in the processed meat sector often use VIDAS® LDUO
as an early alert indicator. They can thus rapidly and simultaneously benefit from two key data to more effectively manage both their 
production (L. monocytogenes) and the production environment (Listeria spp.). The ease with which LDUO can be used allows laboratories
to be more reactive, to optimize their costs and, as a result, to provide better customer service.”

TEMPO®

VIDAS®  LDUO

VIDAS® LDUO:  
IMPROVED LISTERIA RISK CONTROL 
This test, which received AFNOR/ISO 16140 validation, enables
the simultaneous detection and differentiation of Listeria spp.
and L. monocytogenes in a single test for both food products and
environmental samples.

ENHANCING THE FOOD QUALITY LINE 
WITH TEMPO® EB  
Developed for the agri-food industry, TEMPO® is adding a new
product to its line with an innovative card and a selective medium
that will enable the rapid enumeration of Enterobacteriaceae in
food products within 22 hours (including confirmation). This new
test delivers significant time savings compared to current 
solutions that require 72 hours.

Rapid enumeration leads to a higher degree of reactivity, 
essential for product release in the agri-food industry.  
Enterobacteriaceae enumeration is a key hygiene parameter in
the latest European regulation on microbiological criteria for
food, EC 2073/2005. The Enterobacteriaceae family includes
major food spoilage agents and certain intestinal pathogens such
as Salmonella spp., Shigella spp., etc.



To carry out its R&D programs, bioMérieux relies on 
multidisciplinary in-house teams in Europe, the United States
and  Asia. It also gives special weight to international scientific
partnerships with public and private research centers, hospitals
and biotechnology companies. 
bioMérieux is not just concerned with constantly improving and
expanding the range of its diagnostic systems, but is also always
on the lookout for new scientific breakthroughs, which will shape
the diagnostic systems of the future.
Research projects in 2006 mainly involved: 
• the development of integrated systems to optimize the flow of

laboratory activities,  
• oncology,
• personalized medicine.

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY 
FOR FOOD SAFETY
In September 2006, bioMérieux and the German biotechnology
company, Profos AG, announced an exclusive agreement to
jointly develop innovative solutions for food-borne pathogen
detection (Salmonella, Listeria, Escherichia coli O157:H7, etc.).
By integrating Profos' "phage-ligand" sample preparation 
technology into bioMérieux's food safety product line, the 
company will provide its customers with a reliable and effective
solution for reducing the detection time of food-borne pathogens.

RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT

I N  2006 ,  B IOM E R I E U X  P U R S U E D AN AM B IT IOU S  I N NOVAT ION POL ICY ,  
DE VOT I NG 12 .5% OF  I TS  SALE S  TO R&D

SPOTLIGHT ON R&D 

12.5% of sales devoted to R&D, or approximately 130 million euros.

Over 400 patent families.
10 specialized centers.
Industrial partnership agreements with numerous biotechnology 
companies (ExonHit, Gen-Probe, Affymetrix, Cepheid, B.R.A.H.M.S, etc.).
Scientific partnership agreements with major research institutes 
and universities in France, the United States and China.
Expansion of the test portfolio for the VIDAS®, VIDIA®, VITEK®

and NucliSENS EasyQ® platforms.
Research on biomarkers for cancer and cardiovascular disease. 

IINAUGURATION OF THE MOLECULAR BIOLOGY
AND MICROSYSTEMS CENTER IN GRENOBLE,
FRANCE
On April 13, 2006, bioMérieux inaugurated its new site
devoted to molecular biology and microsystems (now
called the Christophe Mérieux Center). The center brings
together all the technologies needed to develop new tests
and integrated systems and includes molecular biology
laboratories (seven of which are BL2 facilities, and two of
which are BL3 grade), as well as chemistry and systems
engineering labs. It is located in an exceptional scientific
environment, close to the CEA research facility (which
includes a joint bioMérieux/CEA-Léti* research laboratory)
and Minatec, the largest research center in Europe 
dedicated to micro and nanotechnologies.

* Laboratory for Electronic and Information Technology at the CEA,
French Atomic Energy Commission.
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ADNA: A PROGRAM TO FOSTER 
PERSONALIZED MEDICINE
bioMérieux obtained a co-financing agreement from the French
Industrial Innovation Agency for the ADNA program (Advanced
Diagnostics for New therapeutic Approaches). Coordinated by
Mérieux Alliance, this program brings together companies working
in diagnostics (bioMérieux and GenoSafe) with those in 
therapeutics (Généthon and Transgene). Partners work together
on the development of a technological platform based on DNA
chips to determine new biomarkers for infectious diseases, cancers
and genetic diseases. Within the framework of this program,

bioMérieux is also developing a high output system in molecular
biology for the diagnosis of infectious diseases. 

STRENGTHENED PARTNERSHIP 
WITH EXONHIT THERAPEUTICS
On April 4, 2006, bioMérieux and its partner, ExonHit, presented
the results of their research on a new method for screening
breast cancer at the annual meeting of the American Association
for Cancer Research (AACR). This method is based on the 
detection of a genetic expression profile (genetic signature) in
the blood of patients in response to tumor cells. This approach
would offer a solution to the limits of mammography, the
method currently used and poorly adapted to the youngest
patients because of the high density of their mammary tissue.
Such diagnostic tests could enable clinicians to make a better 
therapeutic decision more quickly, thus improving the chances of
successfully treating patients. 

NEW INTEGRATED LABORATORY 
AT THE FUDAN UNIVERSITY CANCER HOSPITAL
After the signature of an agreement with the Chinese Academy of
Medical Sciences (CAMS) in Beijing in 2005 involving emerging
pathogens, bioMérieux expanded its scientific partnerships in
Asia with the creation of a new research laboratory within the 
biggest cancer hospital in China, the Fudan University Cancer
Hospital (FUCH), in Shanghai. Research is conducted close to the
patients, and the first projects of the FUCH-bioMérieux laboratory
team are focused on the detection of breast and colorectal 
cancer using molecular diagnostics.

PROGRESS IN CANCER RESEARCH THANKS
TO BIOMARKERS AND THERAGNOSTICS 
Biomarkers provide an image of tumor activity. The 
profile of genes expressed by tumors is used by
bioMérieux to address two research priorities:
• development of new biomarker tests for the early 

detection of major cancers,   
• prediction of a patient's reaction to a given therapy.  
This second field known as “theragnostics“, should make
it possible to identify patients for whom a therapy will be
effective, while avoiding prescription of unnecessary and
expensive treatments that could even be harmful. It should
also allow the prediction of predispositions to certain
diseases and therefore enable preventive measures to be
taken. bioMérieux's participation in the ADNA program
contributes to this research.

Anne-Marie, 68 years old, underwent surgery for breast cancer in 1999 (France).

“I regularly undergo tests since my operation. My doctor detected a relapse five years ago, following an abnormal increase in the tumor
marker CA 15-3. Thanks to this early detection, I received immediate professional care and my cancer was kept in check. Now I feel reassured
and can enjoy my family and five grandchildren! ”



With over 83% of its sales internationally, bioMérieux 
optimized its commercial network by setting up a Worldwide 
Commercial Operations department to spearhead its four 
geographic regions. Each of these regions contributed to
business growth despite a rapidly evolving competitive 
environment characterized by:   
• the high concentration of laboratories for the purpose of making

scale economies on routine tests,    
• the decentralization of high medical value tests in Point of Care

healthcare structures,
• the decrease in the level of reimbursements for certain diagnostic
tests, the result of health economy policies. 

Within this framework, all of the regions made a significant
contribution to business growth.  
Sales of bioMérieux’s product lines continued to progress:
• microbiology, with the dynamism of the VITEK® 2 lines,

BacT/ALERT® reagents and culture media, including chromogenic
media and in particular, chromID™ MRSA, 

• immunoassays, with the microplate lines and VIDAS® high
medical value tests, particularly the VIDAS® D-Dimer
Exclusion™ test in emergency departments, and the increase in
sales of VIDIA® reagents (rubella, toxoplasmosis).

• molecular diagnostics, with an increase of 46% due to the
excellent results of the automated extraction platform,
NucliSENS® easyMAG® and winning major tenders for HIV viral
load measurement,  

• industry, with 11.5%, sustained by the development of culture
media sales, VITEK® 2 Compact and VIDAS®. 

THE EMEA* REGION: 
A CONCENTRATION OF MATURE MARKETS
In 2006, the Europe - Middle East - Africa zone represented
56% of bioMérieux's global sales with 5% growth (8.3% 
excluding France). 
Strong sales, particularly in Great Britain (+10%), Spain (+7%),
Africa and the Middle East made this increase possible.  
Central and Eastern Europe (Bulgaria, Romania) stood out with
sharp growth.  
From a global point of view, EMEA zone results exceeded market
growth in microbiology (+6.5%), due to the success of
chromID™ MRSA culture media, VITEK® 2 and VITEK® 2 Compact. 

The trend towards laboratory mergers led to the drop in routine test
sales in the VIDAS® product range and accounts for the results in
some countries such as France (-2%) and Portugal (stable).
Industrial applications experienced a growth of 12.3% across all
product lines.  TEMPO® maintained its pace despite still limited
volumes.

GLOBAL 
PRESENCE

THE QUALITY AND DENSITY OF ITS COMMERCIAL NETWORK DROVE BIOMÉRIEUX'S
SALES TO OVER ONE BILLION EUROS IN 2006.

All growth percentages are on a comparable basis.
*EMEA: Europe, Middle East, Africa.

VITEK®  2 Compact



In the words of Dr. Prabha Desikan, Head of the Department of Microbiology - Bhopal Memorial Hospital and Research Center (India):

“…In India, more than 1,000 people die of tuberculosis every day. The recent emergence of an ultra-resistant strain of tuberculosis (XDR-TB)
has become a major public health problem… Given this scenario, an accurate diagnosis of tuberculosis is of utmost importance. An accurate
diagnosis ensures proper case detection allowing patients to be given appropriate and adequate treatment, vastly improving the quality of life
of the patient and reducing the spread of disease in the community. ”
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NORTH AMERICA:  
REINVIGORATED GROWTH 
Sales increased by 6.9% and represented 26% of global sales.
This new rise in growth was leveraged in part by microbiology.
The results obtained in the clinical field with the VITEK® 2
Compact instruments and VITEK® reagents, as well as the growth
in blood culture sales with BacT/ALERT®, were largely responsible
for this phenomenon. 
Molecular diagnostics registered 50% growth.  
Industrial microbiology rose by 9.7%.  
With the acquisition of Bacterial Barcodes, Inc., the molecular
diagnostics product range was extended for both clinical and
industrial applications.

THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION:  
UP TO PAR 
This region registered a growth of 7.9% and represents 11%
of our total sales with sound performances in Korea (+21%),
India (+16%) and Australia (+14%).  
Japan, however, experienced a decrease of 10% in healthcare
expense reimbursements, resulting in a 2% drop in activity.

This downward trend affects all market players. Sales in China
increased by 6%. Promotion of the molecular diagnostics 
product line was intensified throughout the region and sales of
microbiology reagents boosted clinical applications. 

LATIN AMERICA:  
BUSINESS ON THE RISE
This region grew by 7.1% with a share of 7% of global sales.  
Market positions were strengthened in Argentina and Mexico
(+13% and 10%, respectively), whereas Brazil registered an erosion
of its sales.   

SOLUTIONS FOR HEALTH ECONOMY ISSUES: 
Given the context of healthcare expenditure management
and a drop in the reimbursement level of certain diagnostic
tests, bioMérieux is developing innovative solutions with
high added economic value.  
Early detection of pathogens using fast or automated tests
ensures patients receive appropriate treatment and 
clinical follow-up is optimized.   
Antibiotic susceptibility testing (VITEK® and ATB lines) and
exclusion tests (VIDAS® D-Dimer Exclusion™) are good
examples and contribute to expenditure control through
better informed clinical decisions.



QUALITY: 
EXCELLENCE ABOVE ALL
bioMérieux's products contribute to improving and protecting
health worldwide. To choose appropriate treatment, physicians
base their decisions on our diagnostic tools. Tests must provide
an optimal level of performance because the customers themselves
are responsible for the quality of test results they provide to
patients, and, in the case of industrial microbiology, to their 
customers. True to our commitment, quality was of the essence
this year through in-house actions and external recognition.

THE FIRST CERTIFICATION WORLDWIDE 
OF THE NEW ISO 11133 STANDARD
bioMérieux is the first manufacturer worldwide to be officially
recognized as compliant with the XP CEN ISO / TS 11133 standard
by AFAQ/AFNOR Certification. bioMérieux’s production plant in
Craponne, France, was audited in July 2006. In November,
Alexandre Mérieux, Corporate Vice President of Industrial
Microbiology, received the first evaluation certificate of 
compliance for the new standard, awarded by representatives of
AFAQ/AFNOR Certification.

This international standard ensures a higher degree of reliability of
agri-food microbiological test results by guaranteeing a minimum
level of performance for culture media. Customers no longer have
to systematically check each batch of culture media upon 
reception, leading to savings in terms of cost and time. Teams
from Research and Development and Quality Control at the site
were involved in the process that led to the modification of 150
control techniques.

MANUFACTURING MEETS 
RISING DEMANDS 
Many new platforms were launched in 2005 (VITEK® 2 Compact,
VIDIA®, TEMPO® and NucliSENS® easyMAG®). As a consequence,
teams adapted to an intensified pace in 2006 to meet the high
level of demand for these new systems and their reagents.  
Once again, bioMérieux invested approximately 30 million euros
during the year in the infrastructure and equipment of its 
industrial facilities for all of its sites combined. Following the 
excellent performance of VITEK® 2 Compact, major investments
were undertaken at the Saint Louis site (United States) to boost
the production capacity of VITEK® 2 cards and ensure product
availability. Existing facilities at the La Balme site (France) were
upgraded in order to install the TEMPO® reagent production line.
Manufacturing and Quality Control facilities at the Durham site
(United States) were streamlined to satisfy current Good
Manufacturing Practices (cGMP).

MANUFACTURING 
AND QUALITY

T WO VITAL KEYS TO P ROG R E S S I N 2006:  I M P ROVI NG AN D E N HANCI NG 
OU R I N DU STR IAL AS S ETS.

MANUFACTURING AND QUALITY

Major sites certified ISO 13485, 
other sites and most subsidiaries certified ISO 9001.
The Grenoble site (France) certified ISO 13385.

Over 2,000 products distributed worldwide.

Over 400 million tests produced each year.



Pablo, from Mexico, acquired a nosocomial infection when he was hospitalized for colon cancer.

“…I was hospitalized a second time because I caught an infection in the hospital, slowing down my recovery. 
When you are 80 years old and you are told that you have cancer, you don't need this type of complication. It affects your chances 
of recovery and is a big worry for your family.”

A QUALITY MANAGEMENT REPRESENTATIVE
FOR EVERY PRODUCTION SITE 
With the nomination of a Quality Management Representative,
each site now has its own "quality watchdog".  
This role, required by the quality standards to which bioMérieux
adheres, was often divided among several different positions in
the past. From now on, responsibility is in the hands of a single
person who, along with the Site Director, represents the interests
of customers, patients and consumers alike. The Quality
Management Representative ensures improved performance of
the Quality Management System at each site by streamlining 
processes. Enhanced performance will particularly benefit the
launch of new products.

This organization change is the outcome of work carried out by
the CFT task forces. 
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CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT: 
A PRIORITY 
The various departments at the production sites take an
active approach to continuous improvement. This took on
a cross-functional and international dimension in 2006,
within the framework of the CFT initiative (Cross
Functional Teams). The objective was to assess the 
operation of production facilities over the 11 sites and to
rapidly initiate an action plan.
Six multidisciplinary task forces devoted themselves to the
following areas: Manufacturing, Quality Assurance,
Purchasing, Supply Chain, Human Resources and
Industrialization. 
Three months (January – March) and 210 interviews later,
their efforts led to recommendations to improve the 
quality of products and processes as well as industrial 
performance.  
Following this assessment stage, certain action plans were
put into effect in 2006, including the creation of "PEMS"
(Pôle d’Etudes et Méthodes de Site*), designed to
enhance performance and industrial organization. To get
started, each French site set up its own "PEMS", 
consisting of a team that is familiar with day-to-day 
operations and involved with all aspects of production,
reporting to the site manager. 
Working with corporate functions, PEMS teams also
contribute to improving production cycle time and 
industrial costs, as well as the quality and robustness of
processes. 

* Site methods and study group



To support our employees and to help the company meet the
new challenges to which it aspires, the Human Resources
Department focused on the following priorities in 2006:   

DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORGANIZATION 
AND ITS WORKFORCE 
Established in October 2006, the new Management Committee
set out to adjust the company’s organization to better address its
development strategy and internal client’s needs: 

• implementation of a Worldwide Commercial Operations
Department, including Marketing, Sales and Global Customer
Service,

• globalization of Information Systems (IS) and Information
Technology (IT) activities.

bioMérieux increased its workforce worldwide as part of its 
overall growth policy.

UPHOLDING A CULTURE OF EXCELLENCE
bioMérieux develops a culture of excellence by improving and
expanding the know-how of its employees at all levels.  

Training programs were set up to strengthen the skills and 
expertise specific to each area of specialization. Among the 
different training modules, some focus on improving knowledge
about the customer, products and the medical environment,
others on project management, and still others on optimizing
quality systems and giving impetus to language training by 
adapting it to the professional environment.  

These programs are followed on an individual basis as part of a
training curriculum, which furthers career development.

TEAMS
OUR EMPLOYEES, THEIR KNOW-HOW, THEIR DRIVE AND THEIR COMMITMENT ARE OUR

GREATEST ASSETS. THEY ARE SHAPING THE FUTURE OF BIOMÉRIEUX.

WORKFORCE
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DEVELOPMENT 
OF HUMAN RESOURCE PROJECTS
A Global HR Council was set up to manage and coordinate
human resource activities within the company. Global projects 
initiated by the council focus on:   
• bolstering training initiatives, particularly in the area of regulatory

compliance,
• ensuring our competitiveness in terms of compensation and

health benefits,
• piloting a process within Commercial Operations in Europe to

identify and prepare future managers.

In 2006, the Human Resources Department pursued the 
deployment of a new information and management system, 
providing managers with a simple tool to more easily address
human resource processes: work time management, 
compensation, performance assessment, management, etc.    

2 1T E A M S

EMPHASIS ON COMMUNICATION
Priority is given to internal communication and direct
information to all of the company's employees, using the
latest developments in information technology: 
webcasts, audio and video conferences, etc. In this way,
Stéphane Bancel was able to present bioMérieux's
"Principles" to all of its employees worldwide in French
and in English through a series of six audio conferences.

BIOMÉRIEUX OVERVIEW 

5,747 employees, nearly 60% outside of France. 

11 production sites with more than 2,300 employees.

10 research & development centers with more than 
900 employees. 

A commercial network with over 1,900 employees. 

Expertise in microbiology, immunoassays, molecular diagnostics, 
chemistry, information technologies, engineering, quality assurance
and regulatory affairs, finance, etc.



True to this principle, bioMérieux fully assumes its social,
environmental and economic responsibilities within the
various communities to which it belongs, and particularly its
role of public health partner worldwide. The company’s 
corporate sponsorship policy is therefore linked to its activity.
This sponsorship represented almost 2.3 million euros in
2006.
In the area of healthcare, bioMérieux supports the actions of the
Mérieux Foundation and the Christophe and Rodolphe Mérieux
Foundation, to which it contributed over 1.2 million euros for
sponsorship in 2006.   

By supporting these foundations devoted to the fight against
infectious diseases in disadvantaged countries, bioMérieux hopes
to be instrumental in providing better access to healthcare for
patients throughout the world.  

In 2006, bioMérieux, in partnership with the Mérieux Foundation,
pursued the actions initiated in 2005 in Indonesia, based on the
assessment made by a bioMérieux employee on behalf of the
Mérieux Foundation. The assessment defined clinical biology
needs in this region, seriously damaged by the tsunami.
bioMérieux was therefore able to specifically contribute to the
financing of equipment and reagents for a medical biology 
laboratory in the province of Banda Aceh. The Mérieux
Foundation provided its expertise to organize the technical 
training of the local staff. Furthermore, bioMérieux's financial
support, specifically targeting tsunami victims, also enabled the
Mérieux Foundation to increase its investments in India for the
construction of a rural health center in the Tamil Nadu region,
especially hard hit by the disaster.  

This reconstruction program is carried out in partnership with the
organization, SOS Children's Villages. It includes the construction
of the health center and its operation over a five-year period.  

Moreover, to widely disseminate scientific information and 
innovation, bioMérieux works with the Mérieux Foundation to
organize international colloquiums and seminars on infectious
diseases that strike the poorest countries.  

bioMérieux also works with various organizations and international
initiatives such as the Bill Clinton Foundation, the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, Stop TB (World Health
Organization), the World Bank and the European Commission.     

Through these various partnerships, bioMérieux offers its know-
how to help ensure healthcare is accessible to those who need it
across the globe.  

bioMérieux also supports cultural and social initiatives every year
within the local communities where its sites and subsidiaries are
located.  

SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY

WE B E LONG TO A  COM M U N IT Y.
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GLOBAL COMPACT
bioMérieux has been a member of the Global Compact since
2003. This initiative, sponsored by the United Nations, brings 
together the world of business and civil society.  Members commit
to remedying problems generated by globalization and affecting
emerging countries.  

Businesses, as well as their employees, pledge to uphold a charter
of ten principles by implementing specific actions to further one of
these principles each year.  

In 2006, bioMérieux focused on the first principle according to
which businesses must support and respect the protection of
human rights within their sphere of influence. The action 
undertaken by bioMérieux in the province of Banda Aceh
upholds this principle.

GLOBAL BUSINESS COALITION (GBC)
bioMérieux was the first company to propose a test to monitor
HIV viral load in real-time with NucliSENS EasyQ® HIV-1. With a
commitment of more than 20 years to the development of AIDS
diagnostic tests, bioMérieux joined the Global Business Coalition
on HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GBC), an alliance of 220
international corporations.  

The GBC's role is to help companies define and implement an
HIV/AIDS policy adapted to their specificities, at the global as well
as the local level, for their employees, families and, in certain
cases, for neighboring communities. The GBC also works with
policy-making and economic organizations - international and
national - to create an environment conducive to this endeavor. 
During World AIDS Day in 2006, bioMérieux signed a declaration
of European business leaders against AIDS. By doing so, the
company committed itself to creating, effective, innovative
approaches to help stamp out this disease, in partnership with
governments and civil society.  



CORPORATE 
GOVERNANCE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors met 4 times in 2006.

The evolution of bioMérieux’s Strategy for 2007-2012 was approved by the Board of Directors held on December 15, 2006
and presented to our investors, financial analysts and the media on January 17, 2007.

The Board of Directors is comprised of 9 members:

Alain Mérieux - Chairman

Alexandre Mérieux 

Philippe Villet 

Michele Palladino

Michel Angé

COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

The Audit Committee is comprised of Michel Angé, Benoît Habert and Philippe Villet 
(replaced by Alexandre Mérieux since March 15, 2007).
➜ In 2006, the committee met twice in 2006 and also met via conference calls.

The Remuneration Committee is comprised today of Georges Hibon, Michele Palladino and Jean-Luc Bélingard.
➜ It met three times in 2006.

STRATEGY COMMITTEE
This committee is comprised of 4 members:

Alain Mérieux - President

Stéphane Bancel - Chief Executive Officer

Alexandre Mérieux - Corporate Vice President, Industrial Microbiology

Jean Le Dain - Senior Corporate Vice President, Management and Organization 

Georges Hibon 

Groupe Industriel Marcel Dassault
Represented by Benoît Habert

T.S.G.H.
Represented by Philippe Archinard 

Jean-Luc Bélingard

3
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Peter Kaspar - Corporate Vice President, 
Research and Development

Mojgan Lefebvre  - Chief Information Officer,
who joined the Management Committee on March 12, 2007

Marc Mackowiak - Chief Executive Officer, bioMérieux, Inc.

Alexandre Mérieux - Corporate Vice President, 
Industrial Microbiology

Henri Thomasson - Corporate Vice President, Finance

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The Management Committee, chaired by Stéphane Bancel, meets monthly.

It is comprised of:

Stéphane Bancel - Chief Executive Officer 

Eric Bouvier - Deputy General Manager 

Thierry Bernard - Corporate Vice President, Commercial Operations

Richard Ding - Corporate Vice President, 
Strategy & Business Development and Theragnostics

Jean-Marc Durano - Corporate Vice President, 
Manufacturing and Quality
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bioMérieux proposes diagnostic solutions comprising:   

• instruments (platforms) for carrying out automated biological
testing,

• reagents necessary for the detection, identification and 
quantification of agents that cause disease,

• software designed to process and interpret test results, in
conjunction with patient therapy management tools.

CLINICAL DIAGNOSTICS  
Innovation, reactivity and adaptability: 
essential conditions for an accurate diagnosis
In vitro diagnostics consists of analyzing a biological sample to
detect the presence of disease-causing agents (bacteria, viruses,
etc.) or substances secreted by the body in response to an 
infection, cardiovascular disease or a cancer. Clinical biological
testing provides the medical team with information about the
sensitivity of some pathogens or that of certain patients to a 
treatment, making it possible to accurately target the right 
therapy for the right patient.
By combining innovation and tradition, bioMérieux provides 
physicians and their patients with complementary solutions 
spanning the continuum of healthcare: prevention, diagnostics,
prognosis, therapy and clinical monitoring.

INDUSTRIAL MICROBIOLOGY  
A major asset for the consumer,  
a challenge for manufacturers
Constantly expanding for over 15 years, bioMérieux Industry 
leverages the company’s experience and technological know-
how in the areas of agri-food, pharmaceutics and cosmetics.  

In today's world where consumers are increasingly concerned
about the safety of the products they use and more and more
demanding in terms of their quality, bioMérieux offers solutions
enabling manufacturers to monitor and confirm the quality of
their entire production process, from raw materials through to
the finished product, including the manufacturing environment.

KNOW-HOW 
IN HIGH-PERFORMANCE TECHNOLOGIES
Three technologies are at the core of our activity:
• microbiology (culture-based methods)
• immunoassays,
• molecular biology.

Through these technologies, bioMérieux has advanced its 
expertise in several therapeutic areas: infectious disease, 
cardiovascular emergencies, cancer screening and  monitoring.
They are also used for industrial microbiological quality control
and safety.  

Our expertise in these technologies, from the most traditional
(culture-based microbiology) to the most sophisticated (molecular
biology), in addition to our knowledge of expert system software
development, enables us to offer innovative solutions in line with
both market and customer expectations.

APPLICATIONS
AND TECHNOLOGIES

A MAJOR PLAYER IN THE FIELD OF IN VITRO DIAGNOSTICS ACROSS THE GLOBE,
BIOMÉRIEUX CONTRIBUTES ITS EXPERTISE TO TWO AREAS OF APPLICATION.
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MICROBIOLOGY (CULTURE-BASED METHODS)
Historically the cornerstone of the company's offer, microbiology
(culture-based methods) is a technology that involves culturing a
biological sample (blood, urine, stool, etc.) in an appropriate
medium to detect and characterize disease-causing agents. Our
manual or totally automated solutions detect, characterize and
determine the susceptibility of bacteria to antibiotics. With the API®

and mini API® reference ranges, combined with the APIWEB™
online test interpretation system, the VITEK® systems and the
BacT/ALERT® platform, bioMérieux provides solutions for the
enumeration and identification of disease-causing agents, as well
as for the identification of their treatment resistances.

IMMUNOASSAYS
This technology is used to detect and quantify the presence of
infectious agents (parasites, bacteria, viruses, fungi), tumor and
cardiac markers and hormones on the basis of an antigen-antibody
reaction.  

It is used by the VIDAS® and VIDIA® ranges and microplate
immunoassay tests. 

Its complete flexibility makes VIDAS® the second most widely 
installed immunoassay system in the world. 

Microplate immunoassay tests are mainly used in blood transfusion
centers to monitor blood donations, and by major laboratories
for specific analyses such as those used to confirm HIV positivity.
bioMérieux recently marketed a new platform, DA VINCI®, as well
as a more compact version, DA VINCI® QUATTRO™. 

The company also offers rapid tests with its VIKIA® line, making
reliable tests available to the full range of health professionals.

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY
This cutting-edge technology is based on the extraction and
amplification of DNA and RNA sequences characteristic of bacteria,
viruses or cells, such as tumor cells, making it possible to lower
their detection limits. Early detection leads to early and optimized
patient treatment.  

bioMérieux's aim is to encourage and broaden the use of this 
technology by offering integrated systems for solutions tailored
to the needs of its customers.   

On the basis of its proprietary BOOM® and NASBA® extraction
and amplification technologies, bioMérieux has developed the
NucliSENS EasyQ®, NucliSENS® miniMAG®, and NucliSENS®

easyMAG® technologies.

By enhancing its expertise in molecular biology every day, 
the company is building the personalized medicine of tomorrow. 



BIOMÉRIEUX ON THE STOCK 
SHARE PRICE PERFORMANCE IN 2006*

The bioMérieux share was listed on July 6, 2004 at an offer price of 30 euros per share.
* Indexes rebased on bioMérieux’s stock price as at December 31, 2005 (€44.57)

THE BIOMERIEUX SHARE

• Number of shares: 39,453,740

• Market capitalization as at end 2006: €2.038 billion
• Average daily trading volume in 2006:

approximately 29,000 shares, for a value of €1.4 million
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In euros 2006 Since 6/07/2004

Highest* 51.65 51.65

Lowest* 43.00 26.00

As at 29/12/2006* 51.65

The bioMérieux share is part of the following indexes:
SBF 250, CAC Mid 100, CAC Mid & Small 190, Next 150.

It became eligible for the Deferred Settlement Service
(SRD) on March 28, 2006.

* Closing price



• Antibiotic susceptibility testing
Determines the growth of a bacterium in the presence of antibiotics and classifies it as
susceptible, resistant or intermediate.  

• Chromogen
Molecule that gives off a color under certain conditions. When incorporated into a culture
medium, it reveals the presence of an enzyme, thereby indicating the name of the bacteria
that is cultured.

• DNA chips
Chips containing multiple factors for analyzing genetic sequences.

• Embolism
Sudden obstruction of a blood vessel by a foreign object (bubble of air, fat tissue, blood clot,
etc.) carried by the bloodstream. Embolisms may cause heart attacks, strokes, etc.

• Genomics
A science that studies the structure and functioning of genomes and, in particular, genes. 

• Genome
All the genetic information (DNA - RNA) of a living organism contained in each of its cells.

• Immunoassays
Detection and measurement of infectious agents (bacteria, viruses, parasites) and pathogen
markers based on an antigen/antibody reaction.

• In vitro diagnostics
Examination based on the analysis of biological samples (urine, blood, etc.) 
and performed outside the human body.

• Microbiology
Study of microorganisms, a discipline that includes bacteriology (bacteria), virology (viruses),
mycology (fungi) and parasitology (parasites). bioMérieux uses culture-based methods for
the growth of bacteria from biological fluids/food/pharmaceutical samples. 
The bacteria are subsequently identified and their susceptibility to antibiotics tested.

• Molecular biology
New technology based on the detection of DNA or RNA genetic sequences that are specific
to a bacterium, a virus, a protein, or a cell.

• Myocardium
Heart muscle that allows the heart to contract. One of the main risks for someone with heart
disease is myocardial infarction.  

• Nanotechnologies
A set of theories and techniques used to produce and handle extremely small objects of the
size of an atom. These techniques require high precision tools.

• Nosocomial
A disease contracted in a hospital setting - or a healthcare institute - by a patient who did not
have this disease upon admission.

• Oncology
Synonym of cancerology: the study of malignant tumors and processes.

• Pathogen
That which causes or can cause disease. 

• Septicemia
The presence of microbes (bacteria, toxins) in the blood causing a widespread infection 
and deterioration of the patient's general condition, as well as fever. 

• Theragnostics
The association of a diagnostic test with a therapy.
The foundation of personalized medicine.

• Tumor markers
Biochemical substances produced by tumors (or by the body in response to tumors) 
and secreted into body fluids. Tumor marker levels reflect the stage of certain cancers at
diagnosis and are useful in predicting treatment response and for follow up care. 

Glossary

 EXCHANGE
BREAKDOWN OF CAPITAL 
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2006

INVESTOR RELATIONS CONTACTS
Hervé Laurent
Phone: 33 (0)4 78 87 22 37
Email: investor.relations@eu.biomerieux.com

The Reference Document approved by the AMF
is available upon request or on our Web site:
www.biomerieux.com – Espace Finance

2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
• January 17th: 2006 Q4 sales and presentation 

of the 2007 / 2012 strategy evolution
• March 19th: 2006 results
• April 23rd: 2007 Q1 sales and business review  
• June 7th: Shareholders’ Annual Meeting
• July 27th: 2007 Q2 sales and business review  
• September 17th: 2007 first half results
• November 14th: 2007 Q3 sales and business review 
• December 4th: Investor Day

SHARE CHARACTERISTICS
Market: Eurolist by Euronext
Stock symbol: BIM
ISIN code: FR 0010096479
Reuters code: BIOX.PA
Bloomberg code: BIM.FP
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• Mérieux Alliance  • Groupe industriel Marcel Dassault

• Banque de Vizille* • Collaborateurs • Public

58.9 %

4.8 %

5.1 %

0.9 %

30.3 %

* Banque de Vizille, CIC Lyonnaise de Participations and Apicil Prévoyance


