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This historic legislation provides permanent 
status and full funding for the Land and  

Water Conservation Fund. Inspired by the  
Izaak Walton League in the 1950s, LWCF has 
been the nation’s most effective conservation 

program for more than 50 years.

League’s legacy:  
the nation’s most effective 
conservation law 

The League’s commitment to effective advocacy paid off with 
the historic 2020 vote in Congress to give the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) permanent status and full funding. 

Brainstorming by League Conservation Director Joe Penfold  
in the 1950s sparked the idea for LWCF, which was signed  
into law in 1964. The basic idea was simple: take a thin slice of 
public offshore drilling revenues and use the dollars to conserve 
natural areas for recreation and wildlife. 

The program, which doesn’t rely on tax dollars, has invested  
in public treasures from Denali National Park in Alaska to the  
Florida Everglades and thousands of nature preserves, ball 
parks, rec centers and boat landings in between. 

The victory in 2020 will ensure that LWCF conserves America’s 
lands and water for generations to come.

A CRISIS SOMETIMES BUILDS CHARACTER, but it invariably reveals character. While the COVID-19 
pandemic had an impact on our work, it did not prevent us from achieving remarkable wins in 2020—in 
Congress, in the field and at League chapters nationwide.

Participation by volunteers in our conservation programs actually increased as our national staff kept all 
our programs moving ahead even as we transitioned to remote work. Across the board, League staff, 
chapters, members and supporters achieved significant progress during the year.
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From local communities to the halls of Congress,  
the Izaak Walton League achieved remarkable victories in 2020.
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Clean water volunteers  
step up

A volunteer in the League’s Winter Salt Watch program 
discovered a dangerously high reading in a stream near 
Philadelphia. He assumed the cause was salt trucks from  
the local department of transportation. But they hadn’t  
been deployed. The actual culprit? A private property  
owner applying more salt than necessary to parking lots  
and sidewalks. 

But salt is a pollution problem year-round. A volunteer  
testing a stream in Fairfax, Virginia noticed an off-the-charts 
chloride reading on a test strip in late spring. She wondered 
why. After some simple sleuthing, she discovered that a  
nearby homeowner was emptying thousands of gallons from  
a salt-water swimming pool into the street, which drained  
into the stream. 

In both cases, our volunteers not only identified the problem 
but the source as well. And both were able to communicate 
with the responsible parties to prevent the pollution from 
occurring again.

These recent examples sum up the value of volunteers 
conducting citizen science: Local authorities typically don’t 
have the resources to conduct the monitoring and data 
collection needed to ensure that waterways and the sources  
of our drinking water are clean. 

Salt Watch participation has been doubling year over year. 
During the 2020-21 Winter Salt Watch season, volunteers from  
22 states sent in 2,660 test results, and 27 percent of the 
chloride readings showed salt levels acutely toxic to aquatic life. 
The growth in the data has enabled the Clean Water team to 
create maps that summarize chloride levels in waterways. 

Throughout the year, thanks to our volunteers and our tech-
savvy Clean Water staff, the pandemic did not slow down our 
efforts to document and draw attention to water pollution. 
Our team pivoted to online training with a series of webinars 
that attracted a wider audience to learn how to monitor water 
quality locally. 

By year end, dozens of volunteers were trained to test for  
water pollution using the League’s Save Our Streams, Salt 
Watch and other programs. These online training sessions 
continue in 2021.

Partnerships with local watershed groups have been critical  
to expanding the reach of these programs. We now also 
provide tools to help volunteers to share the testing summaries 
and concerns with their local officials and media. 

The League also continued to examine how development 
and agriculture affect water quality. Staff produced a report 
for Virginia based on 10 years of data and an analogous 
Iowa report encompassing 20 years of data. This analysis 
illustrates how runaway development in northern Virginia is 
damaging stream health, and how nutrient pollution is rapidly 
increasing in agricultural regions across Iowa.
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During 2020, we continued to host in-person 
stream monitoring. Participants like these  
volunteers in Iowa used social distancing and 
other safety protocols.

Working with the Chesapeake Monitoring Cooperative and 
the global technology firm Booz Allen Hamilton, the League 
co-hosted a six-week event in 2020 that engaged 400 
volunteer computer programmers to solve water quality 
problems through smarter use of data. The group worked on 
finding solutions to four challenges: addressing restoration of 
the Chesapeake Bay, identifying data gaps, creating predictive 
models for pollution and developing a water quality scorecard.

As the League gathers more and more water data, this type 
of expertise and collaboration will be needed to leverage the 
data into improved practices and policies for protecting water 
quality. 

Equally important, our programs will continue to inform and 
engage the public at the community level. To that end, in March 
we released an update to the Creek Critters stream monitoring 
app that allows volunteers to add their findings directly to our 
Clean Water Hub. This simple app helps volunteers measure 
water quality by identifying the types of macroinvertebrates  
that inhabit a local waterway. 

Through a variety of data in the Clean Water Hub, the League  
is pioneering collection and organization of information 
about water quality.

The League’s innovative water quality programs help a growing 
number of Americans to better understand what’s at stake and, 
importantly, how to take action to stop water pollution in their 
communities.
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Combatting climate change 
through better agriculture 

Nearly 100 years ago, the founders of Izaak Walton League 
came together to tackle the toughest conservation challenges 
of that era—the unchecked pollution of the nation’s waterways 
and the alarming loss of wild places and wildlife. Both were 
grave threats to our outdoor traditions and the health of our 
natural resources.

Now as the League prepares to begin its second century of 
conservation work, we are again focused on the most dire 
threats to both the natural world and residents of the nation. 
Climate change is one of those top concerns.

About 55 percent of the land in the lower 48 states is  
used for agriculture, and those places hold enormous 

promise for capturing and retaining carbon dioxide, the  
key climate-warming greenhouse gas. Practices that improve 
soil health, like planting cover crops and rotating areas for 
cattle grazing, can greatly increase the amount of carbon that 
soil is able to store. 

Grasslands and wetlands are also tremendous carbon sinks, 
sequestering tons of carbon every year in every acre. In fact, 
an acre of grassland can sequester more carbon than an acre 
of forest. That means these lands have tremendous potential if 
the right programs and incentives were in place to help farmers 
to reduce carbon in the atmosphere, conserve wetlands and 
protect wildlife habitat. 

As the League leads the push for soil conservation, two of 
our ideas were included in federal agriculture and climate 
change legislation introduced in Congress. One proposal 
promotes healthy soil through a state and tribal grant program. 
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The other proposal would provide federal crop insurance  

discounts for farmers who adopt healthy soil practices.

By preventing cuts, we preserved funding levels for Soil and 

Water Conservation Districts, nutrient management and an  

Illinois program that fosters soil health practices for wildlife 

areas leased to farmers.

Our work also helped to secure modest funding increases  

to improve water quality in the Chesapeake Bay, Great Lakes 

and Florida Everglades. Along with 66 of our chapters and 

divisions, we offered recommendations for the Conservation 

Reserve Program (CRP), one of the nation’s bedrock programs 

that is needed to mitigate climate change and preserve soil 

health and wildlife habitat. We secured the restoration of  

some of the CRP incentive payments that had been cut in 

previous years.

For the Kankakee watershed in Indiana and Illinois, we continue 

to develop a long-term soil health and conservation strategy. 

The Soil Health Report Cards we released last summer show 

progress but also highlight enormous opportunities in this 

region to scale up conservation on farms that will reduce water 

pollution and flooding, restore wetlands, protect drinking  

water and preserve wildlife habitat. In partnership with other 

conservation groups, we’ve been delivering webinars to help 

more farmers adopt proven soil health practices. And we are 

pushing the Kankakee Commission for more use of “green” 

solutions to flooding. 

Soil health is just one part of the climate solution. The League 

has also called on Congress and the president to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions by improving energy efficiency and 
developing dramatically higher levels of renewable energy.



8 Izaak Walton League of America  n  2020 Annual Report

PA
U

L 
LE

PI
ST

O

The health of the Missouri River affects livelihoods and well-being of millions of people as well as fish and wildlife that depend on the river and 
surrounding habitat.

Conservation for the  
nation’s longest river 

While the League monitors and protects local streams and 

waterways, we also focus on big picture problems, whether  

the loss of wetlands and wildlife habitat or mitigating flooding 

along the nation’s longest river—the Missouri. Because the 

health of the Missouri affects millions of lives and water 

quality in communities downstream for hundreds of miles, 

caring for this river is a national priority. 

The League staff will continue to work to secure funding  

for the federal Fish and Wildlife Mitigation Project, which 

authorizes the Army Corps of Engineers to acquire land or 

easements from willing sellers in the Missouri River’s floodplain. 

These acquisitions would improve water quality, increase  

self-sustaining fish and wildlife populations and expand  

recreational opportunities. 

Landowners are willing to sell tens of thousands of acres, but 

Congress hasn’t set aside funding to purchase those lands. Our 

priority is advocating for Congress to provide funding annually 

to meet landowner demand and safeguard essential habitat.

We also press federal agencies for actions that would improve 

management of the Missouri. For example, we supported 

habitat projects for pallid sturgeon and a proposal to tackle the 

rampant spread of invasive plants on the Fort Pierre National 

Grasslands in central South Dakota. 

The pandemic curtailed many of the local river cleanup and 

other events the League has typically organized to keep 

communities engaged and informed about the challenges 

facing the Missouri. Over the years, these events have raised 

awareness among thousands about the Missouri and loss of 

habitat for threatened wildlife species. Volunteers have routinely 

removed tons of trash and pollution-causing debris from the 

river. By late spring 2021, we were able to resume some of 

these in-person activities.
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The need to get outdoors 
boosts membership

2020 was unique in many respects. Pandemic-related 

precautions limited our options for travel and social activities. 

As a result, millions of Americans sought the outdoors to 

connect with nature and enjoy a wide array of activities, 

whether hiking, fishing or exploring a local park for the  

first time. 

A chapter in Maryland saw a significant membership increase. 

One family joined because their teenaged daughter likes 

to sketch flowers, butterflies and ferns. Another joined so 

their high school children could participate in conservation 

projects. Others became members because they wanted a 

beautiful place to walk their dogs.

Because many Izaak Walton League chapters own property for 

outdoor recreation, some chapters saw substantial membership 

growth. Overall, the League achieved 3.6 percent growth and 

its highest membership numbers since 2016. 

The pandemic reminded us about the wealth of recreation 

and natural resources we enjoy in outdoor America. Through 

advocacy for sound policy and volunteer stewardship, the Izaak 

Walton League of America will keep working to ensure that 

future generations—across all sectors of our society—can also 

enjoy these opportunities and our natural heritage.

Among people of  
all ages, there is a  
growing interest in  
outdoor activities  
like this Izaak Walton 
Earth Day event.IW

LA
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    FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
For audited financials, visit iwla.org/finances.
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This annual report is also available 
online at iwla.org/annualreport.

IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA  

combined balance sheet and statement of  

activities and changes in net assets for the  

year ending December 31, 2020.2020
PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Contributions and Grants  656,936 
Grants from Federal and State Governments  17,050
Member Dues  1,827,751 
Investment Income, Net  48,428 
Charitable Remainder Unitrust 286,936 
Rental Income 321,521
In-Kind Services 254,922 
Other 87,414

Total Public Support and Revenue 3,500,958

EXPENSES: CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION
Conservation 415,685 
Membership 317,526
“Outdoor America” 225,480 
Annual National Convention 11,844 
Chapter Relations 156,039 
Communications and Media 147,855 
Water 294,776 
Agriculture 206,912
Missouri River Initiative 63,629  

Total Program Services 1,839,746

Supporting and Planning Services
Management and General 554,974
Building 151,100
Fundraising 154,796

Total Supporting and Planning Services 860,870

Total Expenses  2,700,616

Changes in Net Assets from Operations 800,342

Unrealized (Loss) Gain on Investments 159,632 

Changes In Net Assets 959,974

Net Assets, Beginning of Year 9,452,490
Net Assets, End of Year 10,412,464

BALANCE SHEET
 Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents 3,754,796
Grants Receivables 55,225
Contributions and Other Receivables 46
Prepaid Expenses 24,208
Property and Equipment, Net 1,110,454
Investments 2,665,311
Charitable Remainder Trust 3,113,509

Total Assets 10,723,549

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities
Accounts Payable and Other 198,470
Accrued Expenses 90,493
Refundable Advances –
Security Deposits 22,122
Total Liabilities 311,085

Net Assets
Without Donor Restriction 5,213,100
With Donor Restriction 5,199,364

Total Net Assets 10,412,464

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 10,723,549
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    INVESTING IN CONSERVATION
We thank all our supporters whose contributions—whether financial or volunteer time—helped to protect America’s outdoors. Due to  
space limitations, we could not list everyone whose generosity and unflagging commitment helped us meet our goals.

B+ rating from CharityWatch. The League continues to maintain a high rating from one of the nation’s toughest charity watchdog  
groups. Our high return on fundraising investments—thanks to our loyal, generous donors—helped. We also met all benchmarks for 
governance and transparency. Because 71 percent of dollars raised go directly into our conservation programs, supporters can be 
confident that we are using their gifts wisely.

Individual Philanthropy
$5,000-$9,999
Dr. Howard & Brenda Sheridan
Joan Strimple 

$2,500-$4,999
Don Cahoon
Richard Rawley Estate 

$1,000-$2,499
Bevin Baker Estate
Michael & Karen Crane
Bryan Johnson
Charles Stoneback

$500-$999
Donald Freeman
Peter Gallo
William Houck
Donald Janes
Walter Lynn
Rob McClelland
Scott Meyer
Gene Simmons
Paul Sitz
Robert Stegmier
Spencer Winfrey

Century Society Partners
(Members who make a five-year commitment  
to support the League’s national programs with  
an annual gift at either the $200, $400, $600 or 
$1,000 level.)

$1,000+ Defender
Bill & Vicki Arnold
Kurt & Sharon Feldmann
Gene Foster
Judy Danish & Miles Greenbaum
IWLA Lincoln Chapter
Bill Kelly
Dave Klinner
Jodi Labs
Jim Madsen

Jill & Ernie Padgette
Jay & Anita Samuelson
Brenda Smith
Rick Sommer
Joan Strimple
Jim Sweeney

$600-$999 Conservator
Alex Jerabek
Scott and Susan Kovarovics
Jim Piateski
Anita Stonebraker

$400-$599 Advocate        
Char Brooker
Bob & Glenda Chapman
Craig Enneking
Phil Hegg
IWLA Brown County Chapter
IWLA Maryland Division
IWLA Nebraska Division
IWLA Rockville Chapter
IWLA Wisconsin Division
Les Monostory
James O’Connell  

$200-$399 Steward 
Bill Briney
Jeff & Debra Clow
Marie Cyphert
David Fulford 
Mike Gaghagen
Shawn & Donna Gallagher
William Gordon
Rick & Elaine Graham
Diane Humphrey
Earl Hower
Charles Huber
IWLA Grand Island Chapter
IWLA Kampeska Chapter
IWLA Ohio Division
IWLA Rice Lake Chapter

IWLA South Dakota Division
George & Irene Jones
Tom Perazella
William Roberts
Liz Roy
James Shinners
John Snyder
Conrad Strozik

Friends of IWLA
(Members who make a monthly commitment to 
support the League’s national programs with a 
pledge of $10 or more paid automatically each 
month.)

Wayne Berkebile
Gale Brothers
Michael Brown
Marie Cyphert
Duane Hinrichs
Norman Jepsen
Jeffrey Johnston
William Jones
Dennis L. Kellogg
Jerry Pausch
Liz Roy
Robert Sivulich
Thomas Stonesifer

Waltonian Heritage Society
(* indicates continuing support of the IWL Trust by an 
WHS member)

Kurt Feldmann*
Joan Strimple*

New Life Members
A special thanks to those who made a commitment 
in 2020 to the League as Life Members 

Family Life
Brad & Jessica Anderson
Edward & Melissa Bowers, Jr.
Brian & Amie Holman
Tyler Kanczuzewski
Frank Zadlo
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Life
Tyler Andrew 
Marek Demski 
Lonna Lysne 
Chester Marshall
Mike Nelson
Elaine Veronica Schuler 
Alicia Rose Tucker 
Jeremiah Ward

Institutional Supporters
(*Indicates a multiyear commitment, grant spanning 
between two fiscal years, or pledge from the donor, 
which is listed in the category representing the total 
amount pledged or contributed.)  

Gifts of $100,000 or more
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay

Gifts of $25,000 or more
Chesapeake Bay Trust
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation
Iowa Department of Natural Resources
River Network

Gifts of $10,000 or more
Commonwealth of Virginia
EarthShare
IWLA Endowment
IWLA Iowa Division
IWLA South Dakota Division
IWLA Virginia Division
The Raines Family Fund

Gifts of $5,000 or more
IWLA Nebraska Division
Mississippi River Network*
State of Minnesota

Gifts of $1,000 or more
Center for Rural Affairs
Charlesbank
Devon Creek Foundation
Donation Line
IWLA Grand Island Chapter
IWLA Lincoln Chapter

Gifts of $500 or more
America’s Charities
IWLA Fredericksburg-Rappahannock 

Chapter
IWLA Roanoke Valley Chapter
RKI Group Plans

EarthShare

As a member of EarthShare, a federation of the nation’s leading 

environmental and conservation organizations, the League is listed in  

a variety of workplace fund drives including the Combined Federal 

Campaign, many state and local government campaigns, several  

United Way campaigns and a growing number of corporate and 

foundation campaign drives. We thank the hundreds of individuals  

who provided vital support for our conservation work in 2020 through  

these campaigns. For more information about adding a conservation  

giving option to your company’s workplace giving campaign, call the 

Development Department at 301-548-0150 or visit our website at  

www.iwla.org for more information.

The Value of Volunteerism

The League is a shining example of the very American concept of 

volunteerism—a tradition of commitment to community. League members 

spend countless hours working to protect the nation’s great outdoors. To 

get a snapshot of their activity, we ask our national directors and officers 

to estimate the number of hours they volunteered during the year, and 

54 directors responded to our 2020 survey. Even under the unusual 

circumstances during that pandemic year, the directors volunteered 

17,546 hours to League activities. That number would be far greater if we 

surveyed all chapter leaders and members. According to Independent 

Sector, a coalition of nonprofits, corporations and foundations, a volunteer 

hour has a value of $27.20. That means the directors’ volunteer hours were 

worth $477,238—a generous donation on behalf of the League toward the 

stewardship of America’s natural resources.
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NATIONAL OFFICERS
President: Vicki Arnold

Vice President: Jodi Labs

Secretary: Jim Storer

Treasurer: Scott Meyer

NATIONAL DIRECTORS
Colorado: Sally McIntyre, Jared Peterson, Mike Peterson*

Florida: Michael Chenoweth,* Pamela Pierce

Illinois: Dean Farr, Ronald Moore, Charlie Palmgren*

Indiana: Jim Buiter,* Todd Bryant, Jeff Farkas, Patty Jarosz,  
Kim Russell, Colinda Trevino

Iowa: William Arnold, Rick Cerwick,* Jack Johnson, Dean Knight,  
Lisa McIntyre, Jay Samuelson, Marion Striegel, Marj Striegel

Maryland: Cherie Aker,* William Gordon, Mike Horsmon,  
Ken Lefebvre, Rodger Moran, Robert Pavlick, Sr., Jim Piateski*

Minnesota: Jill Crafton, John Rust,* Gary Schwartz

Nebraska: Rod Frost, Joseph Menke,* Rodger Mettenbrink,  
Wes Sheets

New York: Leslie Monostory,* Conrad Strozik

Ohio: Elaine Graham,* Rick Graham, Brenda Swartz,  
David Zieverink 

Oregon: Dawn Olson*

Pennsylvania: John Detisch,* Don Robertson, Mike Stout, 
Kenneth Yonek

South Dakota: Kelly Kistner,* Mark Boddicker, Patrice Kistner, 
John Monahan

Virginia: Russell Alls, Dan Arico, Michele Bell, Pam Meara, 
Rachel McBride, Ernest Padgette,* Jill Padgette, Barbara Pritchett, 
Herbert Pritchett, Sr., James Trommatter, Jr.

West Virginia: Pat Crouse, Tom Ditty,* Bruce Evans, Gary Meade

Wisconsin: Mike Fuge,* Jodi Labs, Steve Labs

* Division Presidents

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS
Bill Kelly, Idaho Falls, ID
Rick Sommer, Seneca, SC

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Jim Piateski (Chair)
Jill Padgette (Vice Chair)
Rick Cerwick
Michael Fuge
Rick Graham
Jack Johnson
Kelly Kistner
Dawn Olson
Herbert Pritchett, Sr.
Jim Sweeney

STAFF
Scott Kovarovics, Executive Director
Emily Bialowas, Chesapeake Monitoring Outreach Coordinator
Samantha Briggs, Clean Water Program Director
Kira Carney, Mid-Atlantic Save Our Streams Coordinator
Kurt Feldmann, Membership Assistant (Volunteer)
Duane Hovorka, Agriculture Program Director
Earl Hower, Director of Chapter Relations
Yanoua Kone, Chesapeake Conservation Corps
Paul Lepisto, Regional Conservation Coordinator,  

Missouri River Initiative
Jared Mott, Conservation Director
Maia Nkansah, Membership and Sales Manager
Theresa Reed, Operations Coordinator
Michael Reinemer, Communications Director
Janette Rosenbaum, Strategic Communications Manager
Mary Rubin, Director of Member Programs

    NATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND STAFF

In 2022, the Izaak Walton League of America will celebrate its 100th year as one of the nation’s most effective conservation organizations.  
Headquartered in Gaithersburg, Md, our members and supporters protect and enjoy the nation’s soil, air, woods, waters and wildlife. 

800-453-5463. Website: www.iwla.org. Outdoor America and Save Our Streams are registered trademarks of the Izaak Walton League of America.


