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Net sales
363.4 million €

(+ 11.3% )

Group profit 
26.0 million €

(+ 12.4%)

EBT 
38.0 million €

(+ 16.1%)

REBITDA 
59.9 million €

(+ 13.3%)

Proposed dividend 
0.53 € per share
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Letter to the stakeholders

Dear Madam, Dear Sir,

I’m pleased to announce that the fiscal year 2016, was another good 
year for our company. We’ve done exceptionally well. It was a year of 
great progress in which we have been pursuing our growth path as 
outlined in our corporate strategy.

We delivered

In 2016, we performed well on every front 
and advanced in almost every activity.  
We executed our plans at a high level 
with sales increasing 11.3% to top 363 
EUR million. We improved gross margin to 
52.25%. We’ve used our accumulated cash to 
execute targeted acquisitions. We continued 
to build on our core strengths, and we 
increased our focus on providing solutions 
and technicity to a broader market.

In short, we delivered. This is translated 
into the figures of 2016:

 - In 2016 our net sales amounted to  
EUR 363.4 million (+11.3%).

 - The operating result has evolved from 
EUR 35.8 million in 2015 to EUR 44.7 million 
or an increase with 24.8%.

 - Our group profit amounted to 
EUR 26.0 million or an increase with 12.4%.

 - Net cash flow amounted to 
EUR 40.4 million. This is an increase of 
EUR 1.4 million (or 3.5%) compared to 
last year.

 - EBITDA and EBIT increased with 
respectively 13.4% and 23.6% to 
EUR 59.1 million (16.3% of net sales) and 
EUR 44.7 million (12.3% of net sales).

 - EBT amounted to EUR 38.0 million 
(10.5% of net sales), an increase of 16.1%.

 - Sioen Industries proposes to paying a 
dividend of EUR 0.53 per share to its 
shareholders in respect of 2016 (+10.4%).

 - Our performance substantially exceeded 
expectations, driving a 51.9% boost in 
our stock price, making us one of the 
best performers on the Euronext stock 
exchange this year. 
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Building on strong tradition 

We can bow on a family textile tradition 
of 110 years. The foundations of Sioen 
as we know it today, were laid in the 
weaving mill Sioen-Sabbe in Rumbeke 
(Belgium) that was founded in1907. It 
was in 1960 that my father, at the age of 
25, created Sioen Industries, producing 
innovative technical textiles. Very soon 
after my mother joined him. 

Together they had a vision, in which 
growth took centre stage. Over the 
years, we’ve invested in machines and 
in people, we’ve rationalised, turned 
crises into opportunity, overcame 
the tough years of global downfall 
in 2008 and 2009, worked hard on 
efficiency and costs, and focused on 
profitability, always in the pursuit of 
further profitable growth.

Today we are a strong 
international group with great 
ambition, employing 3 578 people in 
49 companies in 23 countries.

Further deploying our vision

Our corporate slogan has always 
been ‘Protection through Innovation’. 
Our goal: to be the market leader 
in selected sectors of the technical 
textiles, fine chemicals and the 
professional protective clothing 
market, with an emphasis on the 
protection of people and their assets.

We chose to become a textile solution 
provider, offering tailor-made 
solutions to our customers over being 
the mere component supplier we 
were before. We did this and continue 
to do so by customising our products 
and offering technically complex 
products, financing, services and 
onsite support.

In 2016, we further invested in vertical 
integration which in turn lead us to 
product differentiation.  We manage 
the complete industrial chain, from 
yarn to finished product. This gives 
us an edge over our competitors, 
enabling us to respond quickly to 
customer needs 

Targeted acquisitions

In 2016, we continued to pursue 
business development opportunities 
to expand our product range. We 
did so by focused research and 
development, one of the key pillars of 
our company.

In 2016, we’ve acquired 3 groups of 
companies. The first one, Fontana, 
specialises in geotextiles. The second, 
Dimension-Polyant is the world 
market leader in the production of 
sailcloth. The third, Ursuit, is thé 
market reference in high-end drysuits 
for diving, fishing and professional 
use in extreme environments. After 
reporting date we acquired Verseidag 
Ballistic Protection, a major player in 
ballistic protection and UCS.

These are all acquisitions that we can 
readily integrate and this increases 
our range and capabilities. 

More milestones on page 22. See page 17 of this annual report. See page 180 of this annual report.
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“Today we are a strong international group 
with great ambition, employing 3 578 people 
in 49 companies in 23 countries.”

We walk the talk 

At Sioen we’re all passionate and 
innovative, constantly searching for 
new ideas that drive growth.

Did you know?

 - That in 2016 alone, almost 140.000 
trucks were equipped with side curtain 
sets made of our technical textiles?

 - That about 2.000 kilometers of 
roads were built over the past 5 
years hold our geotextiles? This is as 
far as from Brussels to Lisbon!

 - That already 100.000 fire fighters 
were dressed with Sioen fire fighters 
garments? This is a fifth of all 
professional European firefighters.

 - That our technical scrims were 
installed in 35 million square meter 
of roofs in 2016? This means that in 
60% of all flat roofs you see, there is 
a little piece of Sioen.

 - That almost half of all sailboats in 
the world are sailing with sailcloth 
from Dimension-Polyant, the 
company we took over in July of 
last year? When you count all the 
sailcloth we make, you can fairly 
say that three quarter of all the 
sailboats in this world are equipped 
with sails woven by us.

 - That chances are high that when 
you stay in a hospital or hotel, you 
lay on a mattress cover made of 
Sioen material?

 - That we’ve shipped over 3 million 
pieces of our protective garments in 
just one year?

At Sioen, we dream big and work hard 
to realise our dreams. We are flexible 
and resilient. Our attitude is one of 
“everything is possible”. We do what 
we say and say what we do.

New heights

A change in the political scenery 
combined with the announcement 
of protectionist measures and 
a worldwide revival on the raw 
materials markets incite us to be 
prudent. Nevertheless, we will 
continue to pursue growth through 
the development of new and 
complementary business lines in 
technical textiles.

Our emphasis on innovation, 
customer intimacy, an extensive 
product portfolio, a strong focus on 
added value products and sustained 
cost efficiency are the foundations 
upon which we build our future.

Michèle Sioen 
CEO Sioen Industries

See  page 12 of this annual report.
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SIOEN INDUSTRIES



Sioen in brief

Sioen has the entire production process under one roof, from the yarn, 
raw fabric and pigment pastes, to the coating and production  
of technical apparel.

 As a leader in our industry we pride ourselves on our ability to find 
imaginative solutions to the challenges and ever-changing concerns 
and demands of our customers, the marketplace and 
all our stakeholders.

3 578

Skilled people make 
your product. 

49

We have 49 companies 
(legal entities).

23

Our plants are situated 
in 23 countries.

363.4

Million € net sales in 
2016 (+11.3%).

59.9

Million € REBITDA in 
2016 (+13.3%).

26.0

Million € group profit in 
2016 (+12.4%).

 - Annual report Sioen in brief
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Textile solution provider

In the last ten years, Sioen has evolved from being a component 
supplier to a solution provider, offering tailor-made solutions to our 
customers. We did this and continue to do so by customising our 
products and offering technically complex products and composites, 
financing, services and targeted training.

“Our core activities are divided into 3 divisions: 
the coating division, the apparel division and  
the chemicals division.”

Many of our future development and 
latest research projects are focused on 
solution providing. The conversion from 
components supplier to solution provider is 
part of the roadmap to achieve our goal of 
being the world market leader in technical 
textiles and technical apparel.

Sioen has the entire production process 
under one roof, from the yarn, raw fabric 
and pigment pastes, to the coating and 
production of technical apparel. As a leader 
in our industry we pride ourselves on our 
ability to find creative solutions to the 
challenges and ever-changing concerns 
and demands of our customers, the 
marketplace and all our stakeholders.

 - Annual report Textile solution provider



Coating division

World market leader 
in coated textiles.

Apparel division

European market leader 
in protective clothing.

Chemicals division

Specialists in fine chemicals.

26%63% 11%

More info on page 48. More info on page 62. More info on page 68.
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+ 3 000 000

Garments per year.

+ 100 000

Firefighters.

60

% of all curtainsiders.

3/4

Of all sails.

Impression of some of our products

Yarns, woven fabrics, non-wovens, 
coated technical textiles, 
films & sheets, services & solutions, 
protective clothing, chemicals.

 - Annual report Impression of some of our products
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Vertical integration

We manage the complete industrial chain, from yarn to finished 
product. This gives us an edge over our competitors, enabling us to 
respond quickly to customer needs.

Spinning

Sioen has one of the most modern 
spinning mills in the world with an 
output of approximately. 16 000 tons 
of polyester high-tenacity yarns (up 
to 6 600 dTex and more). Some of the 
yarn is twisted in the twisting plant.

Weaving

Sioen specialises in the production 
of high quality technical industrial 
fabrics. All our production plants are 
equipped with their own beaming, 
weaving, senging, slitting and 
inspection equipment. We are food 
approved standard FSSC22000

Chemicals

Sioen is a fast, flexible, service-
oriented supplier of tailor-made 
products, such as pigment pastes 
(for colouring polyurethane and PVC 
coatings, epoxies, acrylic resins and 
silicones), varnishes and inks.

More info on page 50. More info on page 52. More info on page 68.
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Coating

Sioen is the only coater in the world 
who has five coating techniques. 
Roll-to-roll coating for a multitude of 
markets and applications: any polymer 
on any carrier, with any coating 
technology, in any colour or width and 
in any aspect for any application. 

Services & Solutions

Sioen processes coated fabrics and PVC 
membranes for industrial applications 
such as camouflage fabrics, kadors 
and pond liners. Laser cutting, knife 
cutting, welding and production of 
composites of all kinds are just some 
of the in-house specialties. 

Apparel

Sioen produces technical garments 
for all working conditions. Examples 
are: firefighters clothing, chainsaw 
protection, floatation suits, bullet 
proof vests, protection against 
electrical flash overs, high visibility 
wear and cold-storage clothing, … .

“Undertaking as many production phases as 
possible in house offers many advantages: reduced 
costs, supplier independence, profit maximisation.”

More info on page 56. More info on page 60. More info on page 62.
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Our vision, mission, strategy and values

In line with our corporate slogan ‘Protection through Innovation’,  
our goal is to be the market leader in selected areas of the technical 
textiles, fine chemicals and technical apparel market, with an 
emphasis on the protection of people and their belongings.

Our mission statement

We will continuously optimize the 
conversion of chemicals, customized 
technical fabrics, foil sheets, and 
technical apparel.

We will focus on global B-to-B 
customers and professional users 
in order to assure continuity, risk 
spreading and profitable growth for 
all our stakeholders. We will do so 
in a dynamic environment, through 
flexible and quick response to the 
market, focused R&D efforts and a 
global sales and production presence.

In addition, we will develop 
environment-friendly coatings and 
converting technologies to set a 
winning standard for primarily green 
safety and protective products to 
create sustainable, profitable growth.

How we intend to get there:

 - By continuas close contact and 
interaction with customers.

 - By cooperation with research 
centres, universities and other 
sources of expertise.

 - By scanning existing and potential 
markets for new and innovative 
applications.

 - By keeping a constant watch on 
new protection standards and 
adapting rapidly to them.

 - By maintaining a fully equipped 
R&D and testing centre at our 
headquarters in Ardooie (BE) and  
in all our production plants.

 - By an ‘everything is possible’ spirit.

 - Annual report Our vision, mission, strategy and values

17



These are our values

 - We’re passionate.  
We do everything with passion, 
enthusiasm and dedication. We 
are passionate about customers 
and suppliers, about products 
and production, about people and 
environment.

 - We strive for the best  
and to be the best.  
We want to shine. And others to 
shine with us. We set very high 
standards and try hard to exceed 
them. We deliver results, offer 
solutions, look ahead.

 - We’re proud of what we do  
and who we are.  
We act wisely and according 
to the highest standards of integrity 
and social responsibility. We lead 
by example.

 - We’re innovative.  
Constantly searching for 
new ideas that drive growth. 
We dream big and work hard to 
realise our dreams.

 - We are flexible and resilient.  
In everything we do. Our attitude is 
one of “everything is possible”.

 - We tightly manage our costs.  
Cost effectiveness is always top of 
mind. This liberates resources for 
profitable and sustainable growth.

 - We are giving and trusting. 
This open, unprejudiced and 
frank attitude ensures all our 
stakeholders to benefit in the 
short and long term. We drive on 
common sense and favour direct 
and open communication. We do 
what we say and say what we do.

 - We empower.  
We make sure that every action and 
thought replies to all of the above.

We are committed to the conduct of 
an ethical business on all levels by 
acting fairly and honestly in all our 
dealings and by observing the highest 
standards of integrity. To achieve 
these, Sioen utilises the shareholders’ 
investments in a sensitive manner 
while delivering safe and quality 
products to our clients. We comply 
with both the spirit and the letter of 
legislation and submit all our actions 
to an external audit.

Sioen Industries expect its suppliers to 
adopt similar principles as described 
above. Not only we expect them to 
adhere to the above principles, but 
also to demand the same from their 
suppliers and subcontractors.

“Our strategy consists of doing things our own 
way in order to grow constantly. We strive for 
growth, to be better every year.”

 - Annual report Our vision, mission, strategy and values

18



 - Annual report Our vision, mission, strategy and values

19



The first element of 
our strategy is 
Research & Development

Sioen is continually investing in 
research and development. We ensure 
that innovative ideas can grow and 
quickly find their way within the 
group. We are constantly looking for 
new markets that match our technical 
know-how. That is, segments in which 
technical textiles can offer a quality 
alternative to existing materials.

The second element of  
our strategic plan is: 
technical expertise

Wherever technical expertise 
is decisive, Sioen is strong. We 
continuously invest in it. Know-how 
is one of Sioen’s great strengths. With 
over 55 years in the business, we 
have accumulated more know-how 
of textile coating technology and 
coated textile applications than any 
other company in the world. No other 
single company masters five different 
textile coating techniques. No other 
company has as much experience and 
knowledge of standards and rules. 
No other company has experience 
of as many markets. This know-how 
is gained through systematically 
searching for solutions to practical 
problems, much of the time in close 
cooperation with our customers. It is 
expanded by using existing know-how 
as a basis for entering new markets. 
It is protected by strong employee 
loyalty and motivation.

© 2016 - Chainsaw test

“I want to shed a light on  
5 major elements of our strategy.”

1 2

More info on page 34. More info on page 17.
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Our third element of strategy, 
vertical integration, makes us 
stronger

We manage the complete industrial 
chain, from yarn to finished product. 
This vertical integration gives us an 
advantage over our competitors, 
enabling us to respond quickly to 
customer needs and making us less 
dependent on external suppliers.

The fourth element is our 
hands-on, non-burocratic 
corporate culture, 
empowering people

The Sioen style is direct and clear, and 
as such is appreciated by customers 
and employees. This allows new 
ideas to be implemented quickly 
and efficiently and contributes 
incontrovertibly to innovation.

And finally, the fifth pillar of 
our strategy: Corporate Social 
Responsibility

These are our business practices that 
benefit society. It represents policies, 
practices and initiatives we commit 
to in honesty and transparency, in 
order to have a positive inpact on 
wellbeing (social, environmental,...  ). 
Our stakeholders indicate that topics 
such as climate, reusable energy, 
waste reduction and energy efficiency 
amongst others are important to 
them. They want to know our policy 
regarding human rights, corruption, 
education and training and other 
human relations related topics.

© 2016 - Sioen Fabrics Mouscron © 2016 - EMB Bornem Laboratorium © 2016 - Sioen Site Ardooie: Solar panels

3 4 5

More info on page 14. More info on page 39. More info on page 30.
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Milestones

More than 100 years of textile tradition condensed into one brief 
overview. Sioen Industries has a rich history and shows that 
‘Protection through Innovation’ is not just a slogan. It is a story about 
profitable growth.

1907

Adolf Sioen starts a weaving 
mill in Rumbeke under the 
name Sioen-Sabbe. This is the 
golden age of the cloth weaving 
industry in western Belgium. 
Adolf Sioen is succeeded by 
Daniel Sioen, who continues to 
run Sioen-Sabbe.

1970's

The company continues to grow 
in the 1970s and early 1980s. By 
the mid-1970s the two buildings 
at Beveren and one at Roeselare 
have become too small.

1991

Fire destroys Ardooie plant. All 
persons are temporary out of 
work, and all of the production 
is lost.

1967

Jean-Jacques’ wife Jacqueline 
Sioen starts an apparel 
workshop in Roeselare, using 
the Sioen coated textiles. Initial 
products include protective 
rainclothing for amongst others 
fishermen and farmers.

1989

The company further expands, 
exporting to neighbouring 
countries and further afield. 
The Apparel division starts 
up production sites in France, 
Ireland and Tunisia. In 1989 
Jean-Jacques Sioen receives the 
export prize from Prince Albert.

1960 

Daniel’s son Jean-Jacques Sioen, 
then aged 25, creates his own 
company in the up-and-coming 
area of technical textiles, with 
a first coating line at Beveren/
Roeselare. The company is 
successful, producing at first 
artificial leathers and later 
truck tarpaulins.

1977

Company moves to a single new 
site at Ardooie. At this stage it 
employs around 100 people in 
apparel, 30 in coating and 20 in 
sales and administration.

1993

New, state-of-the-art plant 
inaugurated on the Ardooie site. 
In 1993 it reports sales of EUR 45 
million and a workforce of 600.
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1996

Sioen continues its expansion, 
especially in coated textiles. 
Apparel division opens 
additional production facilities 
in Indonesia (Jakarta).

1996

Sioen goes public with an IPO on 
the Brussels stock exchange. At 
this stage it has a turnover of EUR 
85 million and 1 500 employees.

2001

The company continues to 
invests in new applications, 
new processes and techniques, 
with a focus on profitability 
and growth. Inauguration of 
Mouscron (Belgium) site with 
new coating plant, weaving mill, 
spinning mill and logistics unit.

1999

At the end of the century Sioen 
employs 3 400 people and has 
a turnover of just under EUR 
200 million a year. Expansion to 
Poperinge (services), Bornem 
(chemicals), Kerksken (weaving) 
among others.

2009

In 2009 Jean-Jacques Sioen, 
founder and Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of Sioen 
Industries, passes 
away unexpectedly.

2015

Sioen takes over Dynatex. This 
is a young innovative company, 
specialising in multi-axial 
aramid reinforcement fabrics, 
a pioneering idea protected by 
several patents. By acquiring this 
company, Sioen emphasizes its 
aim for technical leadership in 
the market of technical textiles.

2016

Continued on page 24.

Growth

Sustained cost efficiency and 
focus on productivity allows us 
to increase profit year after year. 
We are in constant search of new 
products and attractive take-overs 
and focus solely on our core 
competence. We have evolved 
into a textile solution provider.

 - Annual report Milestones

23



Dimension Polyant, 
Sailcloth

July 2016 -  Sioen acquires the world market 
leader in sailcloth, Dimension Polyant. With 
production plants in Germany and the USA, 
this acquisition facilitates access to these 
markets. With 40% marketshare, Dimension 
Polyant is the most important player on the 
sailcloth market.

Manifattura Fontana, 
Non-wovens

March 2016  - The company takes over 
Manifattura Fontana, the Italian market 
reference in geotextiles. This acquisition 
ensures further growth in this market.

Ursuit, 
Professional drysuits

December 2016  - Sioen Acquires Ursuit, 
a Finnish producer of drysuits for diving, 
fishing and professional use in extreme 
environments

More info on page 180.

More info on page 184.

More info on page 182.
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More info on page 190. More info on page 192.

Verseidag Ballistic Protection, 
Armour solutions

December 2016 -  Sioen acquires 
Verseidag Ballistic Protection, a Finnish 
producer of ballistic protection.  
 
Operating under the motto “Life-saving 
design“ Verseidag Ballistic Protection 
is a fully integrated manufacturer of 
armour products (a full range of vests, 
both overt and covert, tactical vests, 
EOD suits and shields).

UCS 
Primers, inks and varnishes

January 2017 - Sioen acquired 
UCS, active in the development, 
production and sale of radiation 
curing primers, inks and varnishes for 
industrial applications..

 - Annual report Events after reporting period
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sustainable and profitable growth.”
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Sales & marketing

Our customer always takes centre stage. Sioen sells technical 
products, primarily to businesses, governmental and  
quasi-governmental institutions — police, fire services, emergency 
services —, although certain products, such as garments and 
colouring solutions, end up in retail stores under other brand names.

Unique selling proposition

Sioen’s unique selling proposition is its 
unrivalled expertise in the use of a variety 
of coating technologies in a variety of 
protective applications. This determines 
our marketing strategy. ‘Protection through 
Innovation’ is our corporate slogan and 
is reflected in all our marketing and 
communication efforts.

The primary marketing force is the sales 
and/or product manager, who with a 
thorough knowledge of both the technology 
and the customer is in close and regular 
contact with the market in its various 
forms. Their job is to keep contact with 
present and potential customers and other 
information sources, and checking that the 
products meet market requirements as well 
as exploring new markets.

Product groups and geographical regions 
have dedicated sales teams. Each sales 
manager and their assistants have the most 
thorough knowledge of their products 

and customers. We use CRM tools that are 
valuable. Direct contact between companies 
on every level is even more valued.

Customisation, flexibility and innovative 
service are also translated into 
tailor-made e-business platforms and 
personalised catalogues.

 In 2016, Sioen participated at 48 fairs 
worldwide. General fairs on textiles, apparel 
and chemicals (such as IFIA, Expoprotection 
and Fespa), were combined with targeted 
fairs for niche markets (Congrès Pompiers, 
IWA, Seawork, SMM, Saudi build, Big 5)
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“Our showrooms are the size of two football 
fields and showcase all our know-how.”

2 showroom

At our headquarters in Ardooie, Belgium, we permanently 
showcase our technical protective clothing and applications 
of our technical textiles and chemicals in two showrooms, 
where we also provide general information on the Group 
and regularly organise events and product trainings. Every 
year, we welcome approximately 5 000 people.

© 2016 - Sioen - Showroom Ardooie
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Manufacturing excellence

All production plants of Sioen whether in Europe, Asia or Africa are 
equipped with state-of-the art machinery. We continually invest to 
keep all our factories modern and up-to-date, offering our customers 
the competitive advantage of the latest technology.
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Advanced in-house engineering

Process engineers are continuously 
monitoring the production process. The 
in-house engineering, design, test and 
development capabilities at Sioen are 
enhanced by strategic collaboration with 
forward-thinking organisations, universities, 
institutes and governmental organisations 
that allow us to access the very latest 
research resources and expertise.

Technicity is our credo. We are challenged 
by high technical requirements and pride 
ourselves on always finding the right 
product/solution for our customers. We can 
manufacture products in many ways, in 
small and large batches, standard or tailor-
made, on many machines, 24/7. We are 
always at our customers’ service.

Experience

Know-how is one of Sioen’s great strengths. 
With over 55 years in the technical textiles 
business, we have more accumulated 
know-how of textile coating technology 
and coated textile applications than any 
other company in the world. No other 
single company has five different textile 
coating techniques. No other company 
has as much experience and knowledge of 
standards and rules. No other company has 
experience of as many markets.

Quality certifications

Our production plants all operate to the 
highest quality standards. Sioen Coating 
and Chemicals plants are ISO 9001 certified. 
The weaving mill in Kerksken, Belgium, is 
food approved and holds the certificate: 
Food: FSSC 22 000. The apparel division is 
ISO 14001 certified. ISO 14001 sets out the 
criteria for an environmental management 
system. It maps out a framework that 
a company or organization can follow 
to set up an eff ective environmental 
management system.

 - Annual report Manufacturing excellence
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A look at the wider picture: how does Sioen fit into the environment, 
both human and natural, it is part of? Does it give back to society and 
nature as much as it takes from it?

Corporate social responsibility (CSR)

Sioen as an employer

 Ardooie, the group’s corporate 
headquarters and the other French and 
Belgian factories, are located in the heart of 
the former French-Belgian textile zone, and 
were hard hit by the collapse of the western 
European textile industry in the 1970s and 
1980s. Sioen is a major employer in the 
region. Thanks partly to Sioen’s presence, 
Ardooie has an unemployment rate of 
barely 3.5% against 7.5% for Belgium as a 
whole in 2016.

 In Indonesia, Myanmar, Tunisia and 
Romania Sioen provides employment to 
over 2 000 persons. The fact of offering 
working conditions superior to the average 
has the effect of pushing up the overall 
level, not only of pay, but also of health and 
safety in these developing countries.

Sioen employs more than 
3 500 people worldwide.

Sioen as taxpayer

Total tax charges of Sioen in 2016 
amounted to EUR 29.3 million. This includes 
EUR 14.2 million social security and EUR 2.2 
million taxes on tangible assets. Taxes on 
vehicles amounted to EUR 25.2 thousand. 
Sioen paid EUR 818.1 thousand other 
taxes in 2016, taxes on energy not included 
because part of the purchasing price.

Sioen in the local community

Sioen is conscious of its responsibility to the 
wider business and residential community. 
CEO Michèle Sioen was appointed chairman 
of the Belgian Employers’ Federation VBO 
in 2014. She regularly gives speeches. She 
especially wants to inspire young people. 
Other employees of Sioen serve in various 
social and charitable organisations. Follow 
all our charitable initiatives on Facebook. 
 

© 2016 - Charitable initiative
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“Sioen Industries strives to preserve and 
improve the global environment through a 
pro-active environmental policy.”



Our certificates

As market leader, we want outstanding quality products. We also 
want our production processes to be sustainable. Sioen holds many 
certificates, of which you find some below.

CER
TI

FI
CA

TI
ON BQA_QMS019_C_1996111

ISO
9001

 C
ER

TI
FI

CA
TIO

N BQA_EMS019_2011111

ISO
14001

STeP

We are the first PPE manufacturing company to 
receive a STeP certification. The audit revealed 
that Sioen Apparel complies with the highest 
requirements of STeP by the OEKO-TEX® 
standard level 3 in regard to our structures, 
processes and management systems.

ISO 14001

ISO 14001 sets out the criteria for an 
environmental management system. It 
maps out a framework that a company or 
organisation can follow to set up an eff ective 
environmental management system. 

ISO 9001

ISO 9001 Quality management systems 
Requirements are directly audited by a 
third party.

© 2016 - Exhibition A+A
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Tested for harmful substances
according to Oeko-Tex® Standard 100

CONFIDENCE
IN TEXTILES

CE

The CE marking is the manufacturer’s 
declaration that the product meets the 
requirements of the applicable EC directives. 
You find it on all our products sold worldwide.

REACH

REACH is the European Community Regulation 
on chemicals and their safe use. It deals with 
the Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and 
Restriction of Chemical substances.

FSSC:22000

The FSSC:22000 Food Safety System 
Certification provides a framework for 
effectively managing organization’s food 
safety responsibilities.

Human rights

The UN Global Compact is a strategic policy 
initiative for businesses that are committed 
to aligning their operations and strategies 
with ten universally accepted principles in the 
areas of human rights, labour, environment 
and anti-corruption. 

ASQUAL

Our technical textiles for geotextiles and fire 
fighters clothing have Asqual certification. 
Asqual certifications are recognised in France.

OEKO-TEX®

OEKO-TEX® - Confidence in textiles for pro-
active sustainable product development.
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RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT



Company DNA

Sioen has a concerted focus on knowledge, 
innovation and creativity: on new materials, new production 
processes, new services, new niches, new markets, new business 
models and any other new requirements.

“Innovation involves much more than updating 
or inventing new products.”

7.5

Million €  
Research & Development 
expenses in 2016.

137

People working  
in R&D in 2016.
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R&D, The driving force

The excellent product knowledge and 
unrestrained creativity, obtained through 
the exhaustive handling and testing of our 
products, allows us to develop revolutionary 
new products or improved solutions. Every 
day we live up to our company slogan 
‘Protection through Innovation’.

Our in-house R&D department is the 
driving force behind the development of 
new materials, methods, processes and 
applications. Their knowledge, state-of-
the-art testing equipment and thorough 
expertise in the field of norms and standards 
make them highly performant.

 - Annual report Company DNA
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Added values for our customers

Significantly faster development times. 
Thorough exhaustive testing, developing 
and improvement of products that comply 
perfectly with the client requirements 
and with the norms and standards. More 
flexibility towards the needs of the customer. 
Easier to develop customised solutions.

Technical expertise and 360° know-how 
is crucial. The multilingual Sioen staff is 
known for its hands-on mentality. We always 
strive for a customised solution. Our multi-
disciplinary R&D team collaborates as an 
active partner in several European projects. 
They give us new insights and funding for 
further growth.

Cumulated R&D

In each of the production facilities we have 
specialists working in their particular fields 
and with thorough mastery of their own 
discipline. In this way we have researchers 
and developers at all levels of our vertical 
integration with a group of interdisciplinary 
staff in the Central R&D centre ensuring that 
all specialists work together to accelerate 
the development process.

The role of Central R&D is to coordinate the 
different players where necessary, undertake 
prototype development where this cannot 
be done upstream, to serve as a central 
source of information on safety standards 
and requirements among others and to test 
products to these standards. This central 
prototyping work includes design work on 
new apparel, which is carried out at Ardooie, 
Belgium by a group of experts.

“Protection through Innovation is Sioen’s 
corporate slogan. Along with creativity, 
know-how and quality, it is central to Sioen’s 
corporate culture and values.”
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R&D spiderweb

TRANSFER 
COATING

SERVICE 
& SOLUTIONS

ONLINE 
COATING

WEAVING

CALENDERING

SPINNING

DIRECT 
COATING

CHEMICALS

APPAREL

NON-WOVENS

LAMINATING

MELT 
COATING

Central 
R&D

The structure of our R&D department is like a spider’s web: centrally 
managed and fully interconnected
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Open innovation

By collaborating with forward-thinking organisations, we are able 
to challenge the frontiers of knowledge and innovation to provide 
solutions that drive our growth.

Collaborating

We practice open innovation, and 
our company collaborates closely 
with more than 100 partners such as 
suppliers, customers, universities, 
think tanks, professional associations 
and others. The stronger this 
involvement, the greater the chance 
of coming up with innovative products 
often in new markets. This approach 
calls for a high level of mutual trust 
because confidential and proprietary 
information is often involved with a 
good balance of give and take. 

R&D department

In 2015, there were 126 people 
working in the R&D department.  
Total R&D expenditures amounted to 
6.5 million euros. Activities of the R&D 
department can be depicted as  
a spiderweb structure.

All employees

Everyone who works at Sioen 
contributes to innovation with an 
‘everything is possible’ attitude.  
All divisions, departments and people 
are interconnected. Always in touch 
with each other, giving input and 
feedback. Open and critical, but at the 
same time always straightforward and 
to the point.

Customers

In addition, we work very closely with 
our customers. We listen to them; 
what they want, how they see things 
and in this way develop new products. 
We learn from our customers and in 
turn, they learn from us.

Universities and institutes

Working with universities and 
think tanks frequently results in 
innovative solutions. Sioen is an 
active participant in European (EN)/ 
International (ISO) standardisation 
working groups. Revision of 
standards is a constant drive for 
product innovation.

Professional associations

We have research and 
development projects running with 
professional associations.

© 2016 - Sioen: Seminar at  Ardooie
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Fully equiped

 - Annual report Fully equiped

Sioen’s R&D centres and labs are fully equipped with the latest testing equipment. Testing 
for tear and breaking strength, flame retardancy, chemical resistance, water column, colour 
fastness, ageing and so on are all performed in-house, and Sioen can stand comparison with 
the world’s top research institutes in this area.

Tests
 - Surface conductivity ;

 - Tensile strength test ;

 - Xenon test ;

 - Wash test - Home/industrial ;

 - Martindale test ;

 - Puncture resistance (EN 863) ;

 - Spray test ;

 - Flame spread (ISO 15025) ;

 - Hydrostatic pressure test ;

 - Crumple flex test  
(EN ISO 7854:1997 Method C) ;

 - Heat transfer flame ;

 - Heat transfer radiation ;

 - Tear strength test ;

 - Ballyflex tester (ISO 7854/B) ;

 - Rain tower test (EN 14360) ;

 - Ballistic test;

 - Stab test ;

 - Floatation test ;

 - Rotating shock bin ;

 - Chainsaw rig ;

 - Biaxial testing ;

 - And more.
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“Sioen maintains impressive testing labs where 
products are tested for every kind of resistance 
relevant to their particular use.”



New developments in 2016

Sioen is continuously developing new products, working on major 
projects and preparing important tenders.

New in 2016

As explained in the spiderweb structure 
on page 38, each of our production 
activities, has its own R&D specialists. 
They have been working on numerous 
innovations in 2016, each on their own 
level. Some examples: very lightweight 
forestry clothing (W-Air), drysuits, bodywear 
in special fabrics (coffee derivate), ballistic 
shields for armoured cars, new complexed 
high tenacity yarns for geotextiles, 
specialised lacquers for tensile architecture 
applications (patented) and many more. 

With Dynatex, a young innovative company 
we acquired in 2015, specialising in 
multi-axial aramid reinforcement fabrics, 
we developed a new revolutionary (and 
patented) reinforced technical textile in 
2016. Today, this fabric is mainly used for 
trailer construction, where thanks to its 
strength, it contributes to the structural 
integrity of the trailers. 

Some of our developments are co-creations 
with other companies and research 
institutes (see open innovation on 
page 39). Many are still under 
development or in the testing phase 
(and under NDA). These are all smart 
developments where our knowledge and 
expertise in various other domains meet. 

© 2016 - Ursuit: Professional drysuits
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“As a market leader in our traditional markets, 
Sioen is continuously looking for affiliated 
technologies and markets.”

© 2016 - SIP Protection - Very lightweight forestry clothing

Other promising products are still under 
development or in the testing phase. It goes 
without saying that we can’t reveal much 
about them. These are all smart developments 
where our knowledge and expertise in the 
various domains we are active in, meet. Some 
are in close collaboration (and under NDA) 
with other companies, others we’ve developed 
entirely in house.

New developments in 2016
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Projects

In 2016 two challenging composite 
projects were approved by the 
Flemish research funding agency 
VLAIO: T4G and Hythec. Both projects 
deal with the development of 
advanced composite materials for 
specific applications.

In 2016 Sioen also started the 
development of advanced cultivation 
substrates for the MacroFuels project 
(H2020). Target here is to convert the 
marine biomass into 3rd generation 
biofuels. The activities within 
MacroFuels are in line with Sioen’s 
activities in SeaRefinery.

In 2016 Sioen also submitted a 
significant number of new projects 
proposals which will result in a series 
of new projects to start in 2017.

All these projects broaden our 
horizon. Through European projects 
we connect with other companies, 
cross sectoral and cross-boundaries 
and we learn about the needs of NGOs 
such as the Red Cross and Oxfam 
among others.

With the AT~SEA project (cultivation of 
algae on advanced textiles), 
we have entered a new phase towards 
the commercialization of turnkey 
seaweed farms. Here Sioen has teamed 
up with other partners in a new 
company, AT~SEA  Technologies n.v. 
Harvests of all our testing sites have 
proven to be successful. The first 
generation of turnkey seaweed farms 
has been commercialised. 

Growth through acquisitions 

Sioen actively seeks for growth both 
organically and through acquisitions. 
We examined closely potential 
acquisitions, which resulted in the 
takeover of Manifatura Fontana in 
March 2016, of Dimension Polyant in 
May and of Ursuit in December.

More info on page 180.  

Award: Factory of the Future

On operational level, we also introduced 
various major improvements in 
the production process, enhancing 
efficiency and quality. Examples 
are: additional quality monitoring 
systems, weight control equipment, 
bulk handling systems, raw material 
consumption monitoring and fully 
automated traceability from raw 
materials to the finished product. 
In addition, we again introduced a 
number of energy (and cost)-saving 
measurements such as the installation 
of solar panel parks. 

Optimisation programs are 
continuously implemented in all 
our factories.  In 2016, Veranneman 
Technical Textiles, one of the plants 
of the Sioen Industries group 
specialising in technical textiles, 
won the prestigious Factory of the 
Future Award for future-oriented 
manufacturing companies.
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This award is the culminating result 
of all the innovative efforts that we 
made as a in recent years company 
in terms of products, production and 
people management. 

We invest constantly to keep all our 
factories modern and up to date. As 
in all businesses of the Sioen group, 
the site of Veranneman Technical 
Textiles is equipped with state-of-the-
art machines per production type 
(weaving, knitting, laid scrim).

Our machines are often fully or partially 
own engineering. Precisely because we 
develop and/or modify our machines 
ourselves, we can focus on automation, 
work efficiency, quality, ergonomics and 
digitization. This particular production 
control systems and software are 
implemented to avoid breakdowns, 
defects and waste and on the other 
hand making work more workable.

© 2016 - Veranneman  Technical textiles: Communication in the Organisation to improve Quality for a lifetime
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Ready for future growth

Recent and future investments 
imply growth in technical quality 
products and personalised solution-
driven services. As a market leader 
in our traditional markets, Sioen is 
continuously looking for affiliated 
technologies and markets. Therefore, 
Sioen tries in a multidisciplinary 
approach to merge other worlds  
(e.g. agriculture, construction, 
maritime) with textiles. City farming, 
flexible textile ecosystems and 
coastal protection are just some 
examples of where our technology 
makes the difference. 

© 2016 - Algaerope: Algae cultivation 
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COATING DIVISION



Coating division

Sioen’s expertise in coating technical textiles in unrivalled. The basic 
intermediary products are rolls of coated fabrics in various qualities 
and finishes. All production is centralized in western Europe 
(in Belgium, France and Portugal).

63 

% of the group  
turnover in 2016.

891

Skilled people active 
in the coating division. 
This division is capital 
intensive.

10

Our coating plants are 
situated in 10 countries. 
Mainly in Western-
Europe and the USA. 
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Spinning

Applications 

The Sioen yarn is used within the Sioen 
group, for the production of woven 
fabrics that in turn are used as base 
material for coated technical textiles. 
In addition, the Sioen yarn is sold to 
third parties and used in geotextiles, 
offshore mooring, ropes and hoses and 
in conveyor belts. 

In geotextiles, the Sioen yarn can be 
used in residential and commercial 
construction, drainage and erosion 
control, road and railroad construction, 
shoreline protection, sludge 
containment and landscaping amongst 
others. The Sioen high tenacity, high 
modulus and low creep properties 
serve to keep soil and rocks in place. 

Sioen yarns are also used in ropes 
and hoses (for boating, marine lines, 
sporting lines, fire fighter hoses, 
low pressure hoses for residential 
usage) and in offshore mooring (for 
deep-water environments such as 
oil and gas production platforms). 
On request the yarn can be supplied 
with adhesion active finish enhancing 
rubber adhesion properties or with 
marine finish giving better abrasion 
resistance and increase durability and 
life expectancy. 

The Sioen yarns are also used in 
industrial and commercial conveyor 
belts, automotive power transmission 
and belts.

Sioen has a state of the art spinning mill in Mouscron (Belgium) producing low and normal 
shrinkage polyester high tenacity yarn in a range from 245dTex to 6600dTex (upto 100.000 dTex) 
with/without additional special finish or activators. Sioen focuses on added value, with tailored 
solutions enabling our clients to stay ahead of their competition and protect their knowhow. 

1 

Spinning mill.

16 000 

Ton polyester chips  
per year. By 2018, Sioen 
will produce 18 000 tons 
per year.
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Tailor made solutions 

Our extensive range of polyester high 
tenacity yarns are directed at specific 
customer requirements and are used 
worldwide in various fields. From our 
central location in Western Europe, we 
are able to supply our main customers 
within optimal delays, thereby 
minimising stock-holding and working 
capital needs.

With our unique know-how in 
upstream processing (weaving, 
coating, servicing), we consider it 
incumbent on us to assist customers 
in optimising their processes in order 
to stay ahead of their competition and 
protect their own know-how. 

Recycling 

The recycling unit at our spinning 
plant enables us to recycle all 
polyester production waste, such 
as hard lumps and yarns from the 
spinning-mill, edges and fabrics from 
the weaving mills and uncoated fabric 
leftovers from the coating division. 
As a result the spinning-weaving-
coating process is virtually waste-free, 
resulting in a cleaner environment 
and offering a rational answer to ever-
increasing raw material prices and 
availability issues. 
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We use our high tenacity polyester yarn to weave the base material for the coating. Sioen 
Weaving converts a wide range of raw materials such as polyester, polyamide, PLA 
para-aramid, meta-aramid, polypropylene, polyethylene and many others. Monofilaments, 
multi-filaments as well as spun fibers and adhesion activated yarns can be applied in counts 
from 20dTex till 6600dTex, twisted or untwisted. 

Sioen has a variety of in-house finishing techniques and ennoblements of which impregnating, 
spraying, senging, washing, coating and laminating are just some examples.

Weaving

© 2016 - Veranneman Technical textiles: Warping unit

4  
Sioen has 4 weaving 
plants: 
In Belgium, 
(Ardooie, Mouscron  
and Kerksken) and 
in Germany (Kempen).

300  
Capacity exceeded 
300 weaving looms  
in 2016. 
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Applications

The Sioen woven fabrics are used as 
base fabric in the coating process of the 
group. Other woven fabrics are used 
in protective and military applications 
in apparel. In addition, it is sold to 
third parties to be used in automotive 
(ski bags and airbags a.o.), sailcloth, 
filtration in food applications and in 
conductive conveyor belts. 

Food approved

The weaving mill in Kerksken 
(Belgium) is food approved.  
The FSSC 22000 Food Safety System 
Certification provides a framework for 
effectively managing organization's 
food safety responsibilities. Here 
we produce fabrics that are used 
in teabags and in food packaging 
amongst others. We offer both 
synthetic and bio degradable teabag 
fabrics.

Dimension Polyant

In July 2016, Sioen acquired the world 
market leader in sailcloth, Dimension 
Polyant. With production plants in 
Germany and the USA, this acquisition 
facilitates access to these markets. 
With 40% marketshare, Dimension 
Polyant is the most important player 
on the sailcloth market. 

More info on page 182.
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Non-wovens

2
Sioen produces 
technical felts in 
2 production plants 
in Belgium (Sioen Felt 
and Filtration) and Italy 
(Manifattura Fontana). 

Sioen produces non-woven technical felts in two production plants (in Belgium and Italy). 
Our non-wovens find their way in filtration, automotive, bedding, furniture and geotextiles. In 
March 2016, Sioen acquired  Manifattura Fontana, the Italian market reference in geotextiles. 
This acquisition ensures further growth in this market.

Sioen Felt and Filtration 

Sioen felt & Filtration in Liège 
(Belgium), is an innovative textile 
company specialising in the production 
of tailor-made technical felts and 
filters for industrial dust collection and 
filtration of liquids. 

We offer a wide range of technical felts, 
ranging from 80 to 2000 g/m², in single 
or multiple layers, with or without a 
woven reinforcement base. We use a 
wide variation of fibers: PET, PP, PAN, 
PA6, PA66, PPS, Meta-aramid, Nomex, 
PI (P84), Préox, Stainless Steel, Wool 
and PLA. 

Our technical felts are used in filtration, 
sewer liners, mattress covers, acoustic 
and thermal insulation in construction 
and automotive, roofing and anti-
condensation amongst others. 

The second pillar of Sioen Felt & 
Filtration is the production of filters 
for both dry and liquid filtration. Our 
filters are used by sugar manufacturers, 
in water treatment, food processing, 
mines, the production of ferrous and 
non-ferrous metals, cement production, 
incinerator, asphalt, chemistry, glass 
and ceramics production and power 
plants amongst others. 
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Manifattura Fontana

In march 2016, Sioen acquired the 
Italian market leader in geotextiles, 
Manifattura Fontana S.p.A.  
Manifattura Fontana produces 
nonwoven geotextiles in polypropylene 
and polyester fibers in unit weights 
from 120 to 2000 g/m², with customised 
dimension of the rolls, up to a 
maximum of 6.60 meter width. 

The production process consists of 
carding and mechanical cohesion 
of the fibers to obtain a product 
with mechanical and hydraulics 
characteristics.  The technical felts 
are particularly suitable for use both 
in earth works and in the protection 

of surfaces exposed to mechanical 
damage.Traditionally Manifattura 
Fontana S.p.A. separates its geo-
textiles in two product ranges: 

DREFON®

Drefon®, for heavy duty use in civil 
and environmental engineering, 
made up entirely of virgin high 
tenacity polypropylene or polyester 
fibers, supplied by the most highly 
qualified European producers. The 
main characteristics of Drefon® 
geotextiles are high mechanical and 
hydraulic performance and durability. 

EDILFON®

Edilfon®, for normal use, for various 
building requirements, made up of 
polypropylene and polyester fibers 
in various width and length. As we 
believe that geotextiles should be 
considered a precious technical 
resource in engineering works, 
with equal dignity compared to 
traditional building products, we 
put our experience at customers 
disposal and advise them on the 
most suitable material to use in their 
building works.

More info on page 180.
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Coating

Sioen is the world leader in the integrated coating of technical fabrics. We cover a carrier with 
a protective layer such as PVC, PU, silicon or another polymer. In this way the fabrics acquire 
specific technical qualities, becoming waterproof, microporous, fireproof, anti-static, breathing, 
printable, etc. and offering protection against water, wind, cold and chemicals.

Production process 

Sioen masters 6 coating techniques 
in production plants in Belgium, 
France, Germany, Portugal and in the 
USA.  Here, the vertical integration is a 
substantial competitive advantage. 

We are a solution provider, offering 
tailor-made solutions to our 
customers. We did this and continue 
to do so by customising our products 
and offering technically complex 
products and composites, services 
and targeted training. 

Sioen has the entire production process 
under one roof, from yarn, raw fabric 
and pigment pastes to coating and 
processing the technical textile: 

 - The coating layer or protective layer, 
consisting of polymers in liquid or 
solid form. With Sioen Chemicals we 
produce all pastes, varnishes and 
pigments ourselves. 

 - The carrier or fabric is a woven or 
knitted fabric or non-woven. 
We have one spinning mill, 3 
weaving mills and 2 felt production 
plants, where we produce the yarns 
and fabrics ourselves.

 - The coating technology: this 
includes the entire process of 
applying the coating layer to the 
substrate. Sioen specialises in 6 
coating techniques.

6
Different coating  
technologies.

 

10+
Coating lines.

 

5
We produce coated 
technical textiles in 5 
countries: Belgium, 
France, Portugal, 
Germany and in the USA.

More info on page 68, 50 and 52.
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© 2016 - Sioen - Mouscron
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Direct coating 

The coating paste (PVC, silicone,...) is 
directly applied to the fabric in four 
layers. Varnish (acrylic, TiO2,...) and 
embossing (mat, glossy, rice grain, 
3D cube, leather look,...) can also be 
done in the same run.

Applications are e.g.: side curtains, 
tilts and tarpaulins for trucks, railway 
wagons and containers, sports 
mats, swimming pool covers, tensile 
architecture and publicity banners.

Transfer coating

The coating paste (PU, silicone,...) is 
applied to the fabric via a paper carrier.

Applications are e.g.: protective 
clothing, protective clothing, shoe 
protectors, mattress protectors, 
airbags and tents.

Online coating

With online (or dip-) coating the open 
fabric is dipped in a coating bath once 
it comes off the loom.

Applications are e.g.: geogrids, 
swimming pool covers, reinforcement 
nets, windbreak nets, façade  
and filters. 

21 3

© 2016 - Sioen Mouscron -  Calendaring process (rolling)
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Melt coating

Through melt coating of different 
polymers, we produce a film which 
is then applied onto a carrier. This 
carrier can be a textile, a felt, a knitted 
fabric, another film or paper.

Applications include technical textiles 
for sewer renovation, façade mesh 
and greenhouse foils amongst others.

Calendaring (rolling)

With calendaring (or rolling), 
we manufacture TPO 
(thermoplastic polyolefin) and PVC 
films which are embossed to give the 
film a textured aspect.

Applications include: packaging 
material, wall covering solutions, 
backings, car dashboards, door 
panels, sun visors, wall coverings and 
pond liners.

Laminating 

Through lamination, we obtain 
composite material (permanently 
assembled) which achieves improved 
strength, stability, sound insulation, 
appearance or other properties. 

Applications are e.g.: sailcloth, 
backpacks and medical sheets. 

4 5 6

“Sioen masters 6 coating  
techniques in production plants 
in Belgium, France, Germany, 
Portugal and in the USA. ”
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© 2016 - Services and soluitons

Kadors

Over the years we became market leader in 
kadors. Coatex, a subsidiary of Sioen, offers 
both a standard range of products as well as 
appropriate tailor-made solutions for specific 
situations. Kadors are used in conjunction with 
a coated textile and enable the user to slide the 
textile in a profile. 

As a full service provider, Sioen also provides cutting, welding, sewing and complexing services. 
Our plants in Poperinge (Belgium) and Flixecourt (France) are state-of-the art and comprise 
high tech machinery and highly skilled personnel. 

Services and solutions
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(Laser)cutting

Textiles are cut on four high-tech laser 
cutting machines. They are among the 
most highly performant in their kind 
in the world. Several layers are cut 
simultaneously, enabling us to process 
very large volumes very quickly. 
We also have mechanical cutting 
machines, where we slit rolls into 
smaller strips. 

Integrated features

We produce complexe materials for 
safety and security in mainly truck 
applications. Anti-vandalism systems 
for side curtains and reinforced 
stabilising roof material for trucks are 
just some examples.  

As manufacturer specialising in 
complexing and processing technical 
textiles, we also produce composites 
and specialised textile-based materials 
for volleyball nets and green vertical 
walls. These are just some examples of 
textiles with integrated features.

Pond

We produce a series of pond liners and 
sheeting for water reservoirs, used in the 
construction of recreational ponds and 
industrial reservoirs, cultivating beds 
and dams, for customers worldwide.

On our calendaring line (calendaring is 
a process where polymers pass under 
rollers at high temperatures in order 
to produce (semi)-finished films) we 
produce pond liners. At Coatex, we 
cut, weld and package these pond 
liners for landscaping, garden ponds 
and industrial use.

“As a market leader in our traditional markets, 
Sioen is continuously looking for affiliated 
technologies and markets.”

Also see page 56.
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APPAREL DIVISION



Apparel division

Whatever the profession, Sioen has the right safety clothing 
for the job. Sioen produces high quality protective clothing for 
people working in circumstances where safety, comfort and 
protection are major issues. Examples are: firefighters clothing, 
chainsaw protection, floatation suits, bullet proof vests and 
multinorm garments.

26

% of the group turnover 
in 2016

 

2 467

Skilled people active 
in the apparel division. 
This division is labour 
intensive.

 

11

Manufacturing plants 
situated in Myanmar, 
Indonesia, Tunisia 
and Romania, Finland 
and Estonia.

Clothing solution provider

Sioen develops professional 
clothing (all weather, high visibility, 
multi norm and food & cold storage) 
and leisure clothing and has built 
up a strong constituency in the 
various parts of protective apparel 
(firefighting, rescue services, police, 
forestry, marine, …).

In our manufacturing plants, more 
than 2 000 people are working hard 
to secure the safety of the wearers 
of Sioen personal protective 
clothing. 8 plants all over the 
world and central headquarters 
in Belgium, make us an excellent 
partner to customers worldwide.

Because our products are so 
technical, we have extensive testing 
equipment in our laboratories. 
R&D is directed from the research 
and development center at our 
main office. Our production plants 
are state-of-the-art and the people 
who work there have many years 
of experience.

In 2016, we launched a brand new 
website with optimized product 
search: www.sioenapparel.com.
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Professional protective clothing

Sioen is the number one innovator in the domain of high quality protective clothing. In its 
“professional” segment, our division - Sioen Apparel - is European market leader. With the 
recent addition of our multi-norm workwear collection, we completed our product range. Today 
we approach our customers as a provider of integral professional protective clothing solutions.  
Our range includes T-shirts, underwear, workwear and rainwear for any working condition. 
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All weather

Our extensive weatherproof range 
covers every season and every kind 
of weather. From waterproof jackets 
and warm fleeces to breathable 
T-shirts with UV-protection and 
comfortable underwear. 

In some regions the weather can 
change fast so you need a versatile 
outfit that can be adapted to several 
conditions. As a Belgium based 
company we know all about fickle and 
changeable weather and how to deal 
with it. We developed several versatile 
products and clothing systems (such as 
our interchangeable lining system) that 
can easily be adapted to the changing 
weather conditions.

High-visibility

High-visibility clothing are 
characterised by their fluorescent 
colour in combination with reflective 
striping. The fluorescent colour 
such as hi-vis orange, hi-vis yellow 
and hi-vis red, catches the eye and 

is easily discernible during the day 
regardless of the lighting conditions. 
The reflective stripes improve visibility 
even further especially in the dark as 
they catch the light from external light 
sources (e.g. headlights) and reflect it. 
We only use the best fluorescent and 
reflective materials for our vast range 
of high visibility clothing to ensure 
their durability. All our high-visibility 
garments are in accordance with the 
new EN ISO 20471.

Multi-Norm

In environments that are subject to 
multiple risks, workers need high-level 
clothing that protect against all those 
threats. Whatever the cause, our multi-
norm clothing significantly reduce the 
chances of serious injuries in case of an 
accident. Sioen can offer that quality in 
every layer of protection.

Our multi-norm products meet the 
latest and most stringent norms 
concerning flame retardant and 
antistatic properties, welding, 
protection against electric arc 

flashovers and chemicals: EN 14116, 
11612, 1149-5, 11611 and 13034. 
Many of our multi norm products also 
comply with EN 20471 to offer a good 
visibility, day and night. 
We also added multi-norm workwear 
to our product range. This allows us 
to become a “one-stop-shop” in the 
domain of multi-norm garments.

Cold storage and food

No human body can adjust to 
freezing cold temperatures. Therefore 
an absolutely reliable protection 
that will keep warm all day long is 
necessary. Our Nicewear® collection 
was specifically developed to this end, 
down to the smallest details. 

The food industry in its turn requires 
clothing that don’t compromise the 
hygienic production procedures. 
Our Flexothane Kleen fabric can be 
washed at 95°C and is in accordance 
with all the demands concerning its 
behaviour in contact with different 
food simulants. 

“We are considered to be thé reference in 
professional protective clothing for any 
working condition.”
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Specific protective clothing

Sioen Firefighter Clothing

Sioen also produces firefighter 
clothing. We have been dressing over 
100.000 firefighters (in comparison: 
the Belgian professional firefighters 
brigade counts approximately 5.000 
firefighters) all over the world. In 
2016 the brand name Vidal Protection 
(French producer of fire fighters 
clothing and part of the Sioen group 
since 2001) changed into Sioen. 

SIP Protection:  
forestry clothing

For over 25 years SIP Protection 
has been dressing chainsaw users 
in their various working conditions. 
We have provided them with over 
1 million trousers. All our garments 
are carefully designed for and tested 
by the wearers in the field. 

Mullion: floatation garments 
and life jackets 

Mullion is a producer of marine safety 
and personal floatation devices 
that are designed to protect lives in 
some of the harshest and unforgiving 
environments. Our lifejackets, 
floatation and immersion suits 
combine comfort and durability with 
technical safety and protection. In 
2016, we launched a new website: 
www.mullion-pfd.com. 

Sioen has the appropriate garment solution for every working condition, including the most 
extreme ones. Firefighters, police, special forces, security personnel, fishermen, foresters, utility 
workers amongst others, everyone finds the right garment at Sioen. Our dedicated team is 
always at our customers service to find the garments that fit their particular needs. No matter 
for which working condition or which industry or service they are in. We brand some of these 
garments under particular brand names.

© 2016 - Sioen Firefighter Clothing - 'Sapeurs Pompiers Paris'
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Ursuit: professional drysuits 

In 2016 Sioen acquired Ursuit, 
manufacturer of drysuits that 
combine absolute safety with 
first-rate comfort. The plant in the 
Lauste district of Turku (Finland) 
comprises an area of 2,500 m² and 
employs approximately 70 skilled 
professionals.  
Nowadays, nobody questions, for 
example, the necessity of wearing a 
seatbelt while driving a car. However, 
this was not the situation some 
decades ago. We feel that the safety 
related to activities on and under 
water can still be improved in so many 
ways. Our drysuits aim to do so.   
 
More information: www.ursuit.com

Sioen Ballistics: stab, slash 
and bullet proof garments 

After reporting date, Sioen acquired 
Verseidag Ballistic Protection, 
manufacturer of armour products. The 
brands Sioen Armour Technology and 
Verseidag Ballistic Protection, merged 
into the brand Sioen Ballistics. 
Our end users are often faced with 
life threatening situations, either 
directed at themselves or towards 
others that they rescue, protect or 
guard. These critical environments 
require sufficient means to protect 
individuals, to help them to perform 
their duty and to fulfil their mission. 
Our range includes overt, covert 
and tactical vests, slash protection, 
specialised solutions and accessories 
needed to increase the safety. 

Baleno:  outdoor leisure wear, 
hunting and fishing garments

The Baleno brand is renowned for its 
ability to deliver technically advanced, 
stylish clothing specifically designed 
to tackle all weather conditions. 

The Country Lifestyle range has been 
developed to meet the discerning 
needs of a variety of countryside 
enthusiasts. Baleno garments 
demonstrate an empathy for classic 
British Heritage, combined with 
practical elegance and comfort. 

The Baleno Shooting range is 
designed to meet the harsh demands 
of the hunter (sports or professional).

Finally, Baleno offers a wide selection 
of Rainwear products, from the basic 
Nylide quality range via patented 
Flexothane® products through to the 
cutting-edge, high-tech garments 
included in the Siopor® range.

In 2016, we launched a new website 
www.baleno.be. 

© 2016 - Ursuit - Professional drysuits

The font used in this logo is named effra

More info on page 190.More info on page 184.
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CHEMICALS DIVISION



Chemicals division

Sioen has in the last ten years acquired a number of companies 
and moulded them into succesful business offering colouring 
solutions for a wide range of different industrial markets.

11

% of the group turnover 
in 2016

159
Skilled people active in 
the chemicals division.

2
Our chemicals plants 
are situated in Belgium 
and France.
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Sioen Chemicals is a fast, flexible, service oriented supplier of tailor-made chemical products, 
such as pigment pastes, varnishes and inks. Sioen Chemicals is the expert in colouring, 
dispersing pigments and additives in pigment pastes, liquids, concentrates and inks for a wide 
range of applications. Our customers operate in the fields of wall- and floorcovering, sealants, 
adhesives, paints, plasters, technical textiles up to automotive, paper, agriculture, food and 
many other industry segments. Sioen Chemicals offers high quality standard and tailor made 
customer solutions. 

The companies 

Sioen Chemicals consists of 
3 companies: EMB, UCS, Le Comptoir 
Zouloo and Richard Colorants. These 
company names are also brand names.

In January 2017, Sioen acquired UCS, 
active in the development, production 
and sale of radiation curing primers, 
inks and varnishes for industrial 
applications. Radiation curing is a 
process of chemical “drying” under the 
influence of light. 

This is a promising and future oriented 
technology as the markets evolve more 
and more to inks, primers and varnishes 
without solvents.

The current owner and driving force 
behind UCS, has agreed to stay with 
the company to assure its future 
development with the support of  
Sioen Chemicals.  

© 2016 - EMB Bornem
More info on page 192.

 - Annual report Services and solutions

Chemicals



Production and R&D driven

All production of the Chemicals Division 
is centralized in Bornem (BE) and in 
Lomme (FR). The old buildings of the 
former EMB in Bornem have been 
completely replaced by new ones and 
are equipped with modern machines.

There we produce pigment pastes, 
varnishes and inks. We use high-speed 
mixers and dissolvers for the dispersion 
of pigment pastes. The advanced 
infrastructure allows us to process a 
wide range of chemicals. Here too we 
meet the most stringent health and 
safety requirements. Our R&D centers 
are equipped with lab versions of 
our industrial installations, allowing 
rapid scaling up from lab to industrial 
manufacturing. We are ISO certified and 
Reach compliant. 

The products

 - Printing inks and extenders: 
We produce water, solvent and UV 
based printing inks for gravure, flexo 
and screenprinting. Applications are 
e.g.: wall coverings, vinyl flooring, 
plastic material, decorative paper, 
tissues, paper and cardboard. 

 - Pigment pastes: 
We produce water, solvent and 
photolact based pigment dispersions, 
colour pastes for PVC and PU 
applications and pigment preparations 
based on silicone systems. 

 - Digital inks and varnishes: 
We produce solvent, UV curable and 
water based inks and varnishes for 
digital, screen and flexo printing. Our 
inks are used in graphic and industrial 
applications. We brand the inks for 
large format digital printers under the 
brand name Sioen Digital. 

 - DIY colouring solutions: 
We produce colourants for DIY 
use. Here we obtained the "NF 
Environnement" Eco Label. Our 
colouring solutions are used to colour 
a.o. clay, chalk, paint and lacquers. 

© 2016 - EMB Bornem
More info on page 32.
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Financial calendar

Trading update first quarter 2017 ............................................27 April 2017 
General Shareholders’ meeting ................................................28 April 2017 
Half year results 2017 ............................................................28 August 2017 
Trading update third quarter 2017 .................................15 November 2017

Financial information 
and investor relations

For all further information, institutional investors 
and financial analysts are advised to contact: 
Mr. Geert Asselman, CFO



SIOEN 
Fabriekstraat 23
B-8850 Ardooie 
Belgium
BTW BE 0441.642.780
RPR Gent, division Brugge  

Get social:

www.sioen.com




